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These Considerations 


HIS ISSUE appears at TI's time of the year, the annual time for re- 
membering. Outside the winds are blowing away fallen leaves, dis- 
persing rot and decay. The elements will spare only that which con- 
tains life and can blossom again in the Spring. Now is when we 
should be justifying ourselves, deciding whether the past year was 

productive or just a petty emptiness. Are there in our year’s harvest seeds ger- 
minating for a new task, or is this to be an end without further development? It is 
now, before %’s dark time comes around, with the harvest gathered in and sea- 
soned logs split and covered dry, that we need to remember. In times past sacri- 
fices were made to the old gods at this time; we don’t do that nowadays, but we 
should at least remember to thank them. 

Perhaps then it isn’t just by chance that two of the articles in this Considera- 
tions recall the recent past: Anne Whitaker describes events that have been as- 
sociated with 4-)K conjunctions, especially the pairing of 1997, and Meira Ep- 
stein bids a final farewell to B in Tl. Doug Smith’s tales of upheavals in the 
South Seas may also fit in with this Proustian theme, while Maurice Poulin's 
explanation of the methodology of Nostradamus will sharply remind us of last 
August's scary, seemingly yet unfulfilled, solar eclipse. 

No mention here of the ties between August 11" and the earthquakes in Tur- 
key, Greece or Formosa, or of October’s nasty train crash in West London. 
There was no space. For those readers who don’t mind some DIY, be sure to 
compare the draconic positions of each event with the eclipse chart at the same 
location — for example, at Athens the 9/7 draconic * at 5°55’ % was exactly op- 
posing the 8/11 eclipse’s draconic Ascendant at Athens at 5°55’ &. The other 
disasters also had tight connections back to the eclipse. Here in New York we 
have crows falling dead out of the sky. 

Horary has been described as the most useful and practical branch of Astrol- 
ogy. Without any doubt, it is also the simplest — at least in theory. Just allocate 
the Ascendant, its ruler and the ) to the person asking the question; relate the 
subject matter to the appropriate house and its ruler; and then see the connection, 
if any, between these significators and judge accordingly. That’s it in a nutshell 
(the above three lines just saved you the cost of a 200-page book! Another rea- 
son why you should always ensure your subscription to Considerations has been 
renewed). In the hands of a well-trained (a QHP after someone’s name says the 
individual has attained Olivia Barclay’s high standards) and experienced horary 
specialist like Ruth Baker, Constantine Zinoni or Kristina Waardahl it all 
appears so very obvious. For those who are less accomplished, however, a host 
of problems invariably tend to arise whenever we sit down and attempt to resolve 
our own questions. A good way to improve one’s ability in this area is to use the 
illustrated horary chart and to tackle the stated question oneself, identifying the 
appropriate significators and their connection, before reading how the writer 
resolved the matter. 

Isaac Starkman’s exacting rectification of the birth time of Thomas Jeffer- 
son, a thoughtful discussion by Grazia Bordoni on the astrology of old age, and 
Marylinn Lawrence's sharp analysis of the sad ending of JFK Jr are also in- 
cluded in the current issue. Enjoy. 
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Jupiter conjunct Uranus 
From star gazing to evotic bathing 


ANNE WHITAKER 


Down from the gardens of Asia descending radiating 
Adam and Eve appear, then their myriad progeny after them, 
Wandering, yearning, curious, with restless explorations... 
Ah who shall soothe these feverish children 
Who justify those restless explorations? 
From Walt Whitman’s Passage to India 


MAJOR DRIVE separating human beings from the animal 

kingdom is the restless urge to explore our environment at 

every possible level, from the profound depths of the psyche 

to the farthest reaches of outer space. Astrological knowledge 
enables us to observe and draw symbolic meaning from the interweaving 
planetary cycles, as they reveal the dance of fate, free will and time 
through their ever-changing patterns. Thus we can contemplate the large 
context of epochal collective change, symbolized by the great ¥-P con- 
junction occurring only once every five hundred years. We can also ob- 
serve the subtle shifts of tone, texture, mood and experience making each 
day, week, month and year different from the next in the ebb and flow of 
our small individual lives. 

A source of fascination for me, right from the beginning of my astro- 
logical studies, has been observation of that interface between collective 
and individual manifestations of the planetary pattern. For example, dur- 
ing the harsh  O PB of 1992-94 there was war and genocide, rooted in 
ethnic conflict, in both the former Yugoslavia and in Rwanda. We were 
confronted once again with the worst behavior of which humanity is ca- 
pable. During that period, as a working astrologer, I saw many people 
plugged into the same degrees as the square going through their own 
wars, often involving family fate issues from which there seemed to be 
no escape. The individual and the collective were mirroring each other. 
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In 1995 the collective mood changed. P shifted into %, and \K into =, 
these two planets making their first sextile since the revolutionary con- 
junction which stamped the nineteen sixties. The Internet seemed sud- 
denly to appear, and the whole world began to become the anarchic 
global village, replete with vast amounts of all kinds of information, 
which is now part of our daily lives. The repaired Hubble was transmit- 
ting amazing pictures from the far reaches of space. The gap between 
scientific discovery and the world of science fiction narrowed by the day. 
People traveled around the globe more than ever before. Those of us 
lucky enough to have work appeared to take a quantum leap in busy- 
ness. 

My clients plugged into this new energy started radically questioning 
long-held beliefs and values, giving up humdrum jobs and taking up fur- 
ther study, writing books, relocating country, or going off on exciting 
trips to far-flung locations. The quest for meaning was well and truly on. 
I became a student again myself, spending all my spare money on educa- 
tion and plane fares. 

Late in 1995, I began to get excited about the upcoming 4 o of Feb- 
ruary 1997, especially wondering what the relationship would be be- 
tween collective and personal manifestations. The »-P period having 
been so depressing and painful, I was looking forward to some innova- 
tion, inspiration and light relief! 


I started to think and read about the combination of 4 and X, 

finding two essays in particular very helpful, in terms of bringing 
a perspective and providing a considerable amount of detail regarding the 
\4-K connection with peaks in the process of restless exploration. These 
were David Solte’s New Worlds: The Planetary Laws of Discovery’, 
from which the quote from Whitman was taken, and Prometheus the 
Awakener’ by Richard Tarnas. I have drawn very heavily from their two 
essays for the examples presented in this section. 

The 4 o takes place every 14 years. As Richard Tarnas® succinctly 
puts it, “When Jupiter and a second planet enter into alignment, Jupiter’s 
archetypal influence seems to be one of magnifying and supporting the 
second planetary archetype — expanding it, granting it success, bringing 
it to fruition.” When that second planet is X, representing the breaking 
down of existing modes of viewing and experiencing life, and the bring- 
ing in of radical new approaches and perspectives, we can expect, in 


A BRIEF HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 


' David Solte. “New Worlds: The Planetary Laws of Discovery” published in 
The Mountain Astrologer, April/May 1994. 

? Richard Tarnas. Prometheus the Awakener. Oxford: Auriel Press, 1993. Pages 
47-52 specifically concern 4 o K. 

> Ibid, p.A7. 
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combination with 4’s core association with the endless quest for mean- 
ing, peaks in the process of restless exploration. 

A factor important to mention but not possible to explore much in an 
essay of this length, is the mysteriously synchronous way in which a 
range of discoveries and breakthroughs occur simultaneously and often 
independently in different parts of the world under }-K patterns: in 
Charles Harvey’s words, as droplets off the wave. This topic is discussed 
in greater detail in both the essays I have mentioned. 

There are many historical examples that can be offered: here are only 
a few. I hope that the reader will be sufficiently stimulated by them to go 
away and do his/her own further research! 


Voyages of Discovery 


Figure 1: Ponce de Leon lands in America 
Sunrise (11:03:33 UT) 3 April 1513* 
Cape Canaveral, Florida: 28N24, 80W36 


In his essay, David Solte identifies the years 1492, when Columbus 
set out to discover a Western trade route to India, and 1969, when Man 
first set foot on the Moon, as definitive points in human endeavor. The 


* Date cited by Solte, op. cit. I have set this chart for the symbolic time of sun- 
tise, the start of a new enterprise. Most appropriately, this provides an T As- 
cendant for  o in T. 
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first date was a 4 o° K year, the second a 4 ¢ XX one. As Solte puts it, 
‘The vast expanse of the oceanic horizon was the outer space of the Dis- 
coverers’ era.”* 

Furthermore, although Columbus landed in the West Indies thinking 
it was America, it was the explorer Ponce de Leon, who actually went 
ashore, on the morning of 3rd April 1513 near the cape that the Spanish 
were to rename Canaveral some years later to claim and explore this 
New World. The event took place on the exact day of a 4 o X. 


Figure 2: Moon Landing 
2:56 am UT, 21" July 1969° 
Cape Canaveral, Florida: 28N24, 80W36 


Exactly thirty-three 4-){ conjunctions later’, on July20 1969, Neil 
Armstrong took his first step onto the surface of the Moon — One small 
step for man, one giant leap for mankind. + and were exactly con- 
junct, at 0° =. 


* Solte, op. cit. 

° Time from television coverage of the event. 

7 “The number 33 is the master number of metaphysics for re-genesis, for com- 
pleting the transformation of material existence. This was the symbolic signify- 
cance of landing on the Moon ... The mathematical odds of such time-space 
convergences are beyond computation.” Solte, op. cit. Also, on the theme of the 
significance of the number 33, I refer the reader to “Why is the 33" Solar Return 
so Special?” in Exploring Preliterate Sources of Astrology by Robin Heath. 
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To amplify the astonishing synchronicity 
of those events, so far removed from our 
conventional linear way of viewing time, 
Armstrong and his fellow astronauts were 
launched into their epic space voyage from 
Cape Canaveral — close to where Ponce de 
Leon had landed over four and a half 
centuries earlier. 

Between 1831 and 1858, another famous 
voyage occurred that altered the course of 
human history. Charles Darwin set off on the 
Beagle on a five-year sea journey, during 
which he began the research that was to culminate in the theory of evolu- 
tion, just after the 4 ¢ X of 1831. 

Almost 28 years later, his life’s work was presented to the scientific 
community, in the form of a joint paper read before the Linnean Society 
of London with his colleague Alfred Russell Wallace, who had inde- 
pendently conceived the same theory in more or less the same form. It 
was the 1" July 1858 — just over a month after the second 4  ){ from 
the start of Darwin’s long voyage of discovery. 


Astronomy and science 

We can also see the }-){ thread running through peaks of scientific 
achievement and discovery that have laid “the very foundations of our 
high-tech society.”® Kepler’s Astronomica Nova, which set out the plane- 
tary laws that were the basis for Newton’s work, was published during 
the 4 ¢ K of 1609-10. This conjunction also coincided with Galileo’s 
sighting of the moons of Jupiter, on 7" January 1610. 

In 1686, under a 4 © XK, Newton formulated his laws of motion, 
which he followed by the law of gravity the following year. 

In 1831, under a } o K in **, Michael Faraday induced the first elec- 
tric current, thereby establishing the link between electricity and magnet- 
ism. 
Then Max Planck under the 4 ¢ X of 1899-1900, made public his 
work on quantum physics, which took humanity far beyond the Newto- 
nian mechanics that had served scientific practice so well for over two 
hundred years. This period also saw the birth of psychoanalysis with the 
publication of Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams.’ 

The time of the 1927-28 4 « saw an extraordinary period of “a sin- 
gularly fruitful co-operation of a whole generation of physicists” includ- 
ing Schrodinger, Pauli, Bohr and Heisenberg, that culminated by April 


5 Solte, op. cit. 
° Although dated 1900, Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams was published in Leip- 
zig and Vienna in November 1899, see Ronald C. Clark. Freud. p. 177. 
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1928 in the formulation and publication of “the two major revolutionary 
axioms of quantum mechanics, Heisenberg‘s Principle of Indeterminacy 
and Bohr’s Principle of Complementarity.”"° By then, our view of what 
went on both in the inner recesses of the human psyche and in the most 
minute levels of physical reality had expanded and altered irrevocably. 


Music, literature and film 

\-{ conjunctions and oppositions are also significantly present in 
other areas of human endeavor, music for example. Beethoven’s Eroica 
“supremely revolutionary in spirit and conception, as well as in historical 
impact,”"' was composed in the summer and autumn of 1803 under 4 o X. 

Three of the most defining and innovative movies in the history of 
film were made under three successive conjunctions: D. W. Griffith’s 
Birth of a Nation in 1914, Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer in 1927-28, and 
Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane in 1940-41. 

The 1914 conjunction year saw the emergence of a series of the most 
influential and innovative works of 20" century literature: James Joyce’s 
short stories The Dubliners were published, his A Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man began to appear in serialization, and he began writing 
Ulysses. Franz Kafka wrote The Trial, D. H. Lawrence was writing the 
first of his greatest works, The Rainbow. At the very end of 1913 and the 
start of the conjunction, Marcel Proust self published the first volume of 
A la recherché de temps perdu, which was published posthumously in 
1927, at the next 4 o K. 


Revolution 

\-XK is, not surprisingly, a planetary combination which appears at 
times of social revolution and political change. The American Declara- 
tion of Independence followed the \} ¢ K of 1775. 

On July 14th 1789, the day of the storming of the Bastille that began 
the French Revolution, the two planets were in close conjunction. Rich- 
ard Tarnas makes an important point in commenting on this event: “the 
Jupiter Uranus alignment served as an activating trigger, as it were, for 
the more massive and sustained revolutionary impulse that coincided 
with the longer Uranus-Pluto opposition that continued through most of 
the 1790s.”" 

\y-K years are peaks in the process of “restless exploration “. But 
when these dynamic energies combine with the longer-ranging, deep 
working transformative forces represented symbolically by P, the planet 
of death, purging and re-birth, and ¥, representing the longing for an 
ideal, divine vision — political, scientific or spiritual — that will bring 


'° Tarnas. op. cit. p.48 
" Tarnas. p.49. 
” Taras. p.51. 
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us closer to Eden, then we are truly living through periods where the 
world is turning. Such a period Tarnas referred to above. 

There was a remarkable time from then until the revolutionary decade 
of the 1840s, represented by X and P moving from their opposition point 
to their conjunction, that saw major revolutionary movements especially 
in politics and in scientific discovery; a world view was being estab- 
lished in which the perspective of rational science was to dominate and 
shape the way we live. 


Enter Dr Frankenstein 

In 1818 there was a 4 o in the sign of », the sign ruled by 4, sym- 
bolizing the quest for new understanding and higher truth. This conjunc- 
tion combined with ¥, and all three were in a dynamic square aspect to P, 
thereby meeting the previously mentioned criteria for a particularly pow- 
erful period of revolutionary change. One of the many significant events 
occurring under this pattern was the publication of Frankenstein, full title 
Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley, a book now 
recognized as the pioneer of the science fiction genre. 


Figure 3: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein — Initial on-sale 
10:00 am LMT, 1 January 1818" 
Hatchards bookshop, Piccadilly, London: 51N30 0W10 


'3 Source: The Times of 1“ January 1818, quoted by Sally Davis of DataPlus 
UK, who suggested the time as “a reasonable time when the book would have 
been available” 
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Through it, Mary Shelley issues a prophetic warning to humanity of 
what can happen if we step beyond our limits by playing God and at- 
tempting to create life, as Dr Frankenstein did in her book, with hideous 
consequences. 


Figure 4: Mary Shelley 
11:20 pm LMT, 30" August 1797'* 
London, England: 51N30, 0W10 


The adjective “Promethean” has been with us for a long time, its first 
use dating back to 1588."° It derives from the mythological Prometheus, 
the heroic Titan who rebelled against the gods, stealing the fire of ulti- 
mate knowledge from Mount Olympus to enable humanity to free them- 
selves from the gods’ power by acquiring it for themselves. This consti- 
tuted the sin of hubris in the eyes of the Greek gods, and Prometheus was 
savagely punished by being chained to a rock for eternity. By day eagles 
pecked out his liver, and each night it grew back again, condemning him 
to perpetual torment. 


“4 Source: from father. 

'S Shakespeare’s Love's Labours Lost, Act IV: “...From women’s eyes this doc- 
trine I derive: They sparkle still the right Promethean fire; They are the books, 
the arts, the academes, That show, contain, and nourish all the world, Else none 
at all in aught proves excellent.” 
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What the myth tells us, and 
what Mary Shelley was telling 
us in her famous novel, is that 
there is a price, and a savage 
one, to be paid when humanity 
overreaches its limits and seeks 
to push the boundaries of 
knowledge, especially —-via 
scientific endeavor, beyond what 
wisdom, ethics, experience and 
humility might tell us are safe 
limits. Thirteen Jupiter Uranus 
conjunctions on in 1997, as we 
will see shortly, there were re- 
markable developments that 
made the warning sounded by Mary Shelley even more pertinent than 
when Frankenstein was first published. 

Richard Tarnas in Prometheus the Awakener associates the archetypal 
energies symbolized by the planet \X with the mythological Prometheus. 
From my own observations I am inclined to agree with this, and refer the 
reader to his groundbreaking essay in order fully to appreciate the per- 
suasiveness of his argument. ){ appeared to our view in 1781, between 
the American and the French Revolutions, as the Industrial Revolution 
was gaining momentum. 

From that time to ours, the brilliance of scientific endeavor has accel- 
erated, transforming for the better the way we live materially, if we’re 
lucky enough to have been born in the developed West. But the shadow 
of that bright light has deepened as evidence of the price emerges: an 
increasingly disturbed ecosystem, the potential for violence and destruc- 
tion which sophisticated weaponry and an international arms trade has 
brought, and an increasingly neurotic population becoming better able to 
relate to their gadgets than their fellow human beings. 

Nearer our own time, in the 1960s, there was the next X ¢ B conjunc- 
tion, also linked with ¥. A 4 o ){ took place in that decade during 1968- 
69, making a triple conjunction with PB and a sextile to X. The conjunc- 
tion in relation to the powerful forces of P and ¥, in Tarnas’ words, 
brought “to a climax the larger and more sustained mass revolutionary 
phenomena”'® which so characterized that extraordinary decade. High- 
lights of the period were the powerful demonstrations in USA against the 
Vietnam War, the French students’ riots in Paris, Woodstock, and the 
Moon Landing. The whole decade also represented the beginning of the 
micro-technology revolution that in the thirty years since has radically 
altered our world. 


‘© Tarnas. p.50. 
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HE 1997 LINE UP 
It is important to have an historical context from which to view 


the unique planetary line up which took place two 4-)K conjunc- 
tions on from 1968/9. Rarely does the astrological community have such 
a vivid opportunity to observe the links between heaven and earth as was 
provided in February 1997 by the 4 o X in =», linked with » in T, o 8 in 
+, and B in X — all occupying 5°-6° of their respective signs over the 
weekend of 15" -16" February. 


Figure 5: \¥o K in 1997 
2:22 am UT, 16" February 1997 
Glasgow, Scotland: S5SN5S3 4W15 


With ¥ at 28° @ still widely o X and preparing to move into =* in less 
than a year, and P making exact links to all the planets in the pattern 
formed, clearly there was something major afoot. This was no ‘ordinary’ 
\,-)K event; both the presence of ¥ and P, and the remarkable symmetry 
of the planetary shape, testified to that. With modern computer technol- 
ogy it is possible to run the planets’ movements back several millennia. 
Apparently this alignment has not manifested in at least the last two 
thousand years 

As 1996 drew to a close, my initial excitement and enthusiasm 
concerning what 4 ¢ K might reflect in collective and individual life 
became modified by a feeling of unease and apprehension, as I realized 
both the extraordinary and the contradictory nature of the whole pattern 
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that would come to exactitude in the middle of February. Other astrolo- 
gers I spoke to shared those feelings. 

ok xP * ¥-K *% ... [began to get the image of a crucible, with o* 
& * acting both as the container itself, and its seal. I began to think of the 
dark and destructive potential symbolized by o*--P, its awesome 
power. I gota clearer and clearer image of }-, set in the context of ¥’s 
imminent shift into #*. and exactly linked with B in ¥, as a symbolic 
amplifier of the promethean nature of discovery and advancement, and 
its being afforded divine status, in our current exciting and dangerous 
world. 

Was something terribly bright and new going to burst forth from this 
crucible, bringing with it the potential for human darkness and destruc- 
tion to a greater extent than we had ever seen before? I decided I was 
being melodramatic, and settled down as best I could to wait and see. It 
seemed pretty evident that whatever emerged was going to be very 
mixed, and bring powerful opportunities for radical change along with a 
lot of darkness and difficulty. 

The pattern certainly produced a period of contradictory planetary 
‘weather’. o’, % and P are all symbolically linked to controlled and fo- 
cused energy and power, manifesting (among other related branches) as 
delays, thwarting, power struggles, the imposition of authority, the end- 
ing of outworn structures, and sometimes death — 4 and » together are 
historically connected to the ‘death of the old king’. 

\ and on the other hand are buoyant, expansive, international and 
global in scope. They reflect faith in some new idea and/or ideal, the 
urge to learn by breaking down old structures. Revolution and discovery 
oriented, they are connected to scientific advances, and all branches of 
modern technology. Radical political and social change is also their 
province. 


So What Happened ? 

The British astrologer Charles Harvey had observed some months be- 
fore, that the manifestations of the 4 ¢ \K and its attendant pattern would 
be evident “right across the map.” He was right. Watching the news and 
reading the papers from the week before the exact conjunction until the 
end of February/early March 1997, yielded a rich harvest of worldly 
events — there is space only to outline major ones. I never before 
amassed so many newspaper cuttings in such a short time! 

Two key global events occurred during the weekend of the 15th and 
16th of February. On Saturday 15", Deng Xiaoping was reported as hav- 
ing suffered a brain hemorrhage. He died the following Wednesday, the 
19". The death of the old revolutionary ‘king’ was eloquently described 
in the symbolism of the heavens. 

Close to midnight on Saturday, 68 countries — the USA coming on 
board after last minute haggling — agreed to a deal that the front page of 
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the Financial Times described as “one of the most important trade 
agreements for the 21st century.” This was a landmark pact opening up 
most of the world’s £395-billion telecommunications market. Sir Leon 
Brittan, the European Union trade commissioner, called the accord “a 
major step in the creation of the information society.” '” 

President Clinton’s horoscope is very strongly ‘plugged in’ to the 
overall pattern, as we will see from his chart, which appears with that of 
the USA in a later part of this study; USA was a pivot on which several 
of the main events of these few weeks turned. The Hubble telescope, 
launched eight years ago, greatly increased our understanding of the so- 
lar system and beyond, sending back stunning images never before seen 
by humanity. The US space shuttle Discovery carrying seven astronauts, 
blasted off on 10th February 1991 to service and repair it. This ‘boldly 
going’ event vividly captured the world’s imagination as it unfolded 
daily on our TV screens 

The mission peaked over 15" to 16" February weekend, with five 
space walks taking place in total before Discovery’s crew released the 
Hubble on the 19", nine miles higher than it had been before. The suc- 
cess of this mission has meant an even greater expansion of our knowl- 
edge of the universe. Also on a space theme, the Glasgow Herald re- 
ported dramatic early results from the European star-mapping satellite, 
Hipparchus, which may “force astronomers to accept that the universe is 
10% bigger than was previously thought.”"* 

There were ground-breaking political developments too — a few days 
before the conjunction was exact, President Clinton appointed Madeleine 
Albright as the USA’s first ever woman Secretary of State. Mrs. Albright 
marked her appointment by embarking on a world tour that took her to 
nine capitals in ten days. 

Another event with international implications, again involving the 
USA and Clinton, occurred very close to the exact time of the conjunc- 
tion. The Financial Times reported that the president had intervened on 
Saturday 15" to prevent an all-out strike by the pilots of American Air- 
lines, the second biggest US carrier, less than half an hour before the 
strike was due to start. He used special legislation to do this... “the first 
time a president has used these powers in 31 years.””” 

On a less weighty note the quirky, eccentric side of the planet and 
the sign ** could also be seen. The same issue of the Financial Times 
reported that the UK’s Laboratory of the Government Chemist, privat- 
ized in 1996, is to buy a company specializing in a range of genetic engi- 
neering applications, including parrot sexing. This company has “revolu- 
tionized the world of birds” with its gender test. The market is expand- 


" Financial Times, 17" February 1997. 
'8 Glasgow Herald, 15" February 1997. 
'° Financial Times, op. cit. 
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ing. “We are getting bags full of feathers from zoos around Europe 
which want to know what sex their penguins, flamingos and vultures are” 
said the managing director. Whatever will they think of next? 

But the biggest story of them all centered on Scotland. 


Enter Dolly! 


In the past few days, we have lived through a change in the human 
condition as momentous as the Copernican revolution 
or the splitting of the atom 

So wrote Andrew Marr, editor of the Jndependent newspaper. A team 
of Scottish scientists led by Dr Ian Wilmut had successfully produced a 
sheep cloned from one cell of her genetically identical mother’s udder. 

President Clinton was so concerned by this development that he asked 
a national ethics board to review the moral implications, and present their 
report within ninety days. 

For weeks after the papers were full of intense debate. Beneath the 
headline ‘One Giant Leap into the Unknown’ the New Scientist of March 
1* said: Extraordinary”, stupendous”, ‘mind-boggling” and “frightening” 
were the words on everyone’s lips. They said it couldn’t happen before 
2050, but now that an adult sheep has been cloned, there seems to be no 
technical reason why we should not do the same with people. 

President Clinton’s ethics committee reported back on 7" June 1997. 
Their conclusion was that cloning of human beings is morally wrong, 
and should be banned. Clearly, the announcement to the world of Dolly, 
the first cloned animal, was the most striking and powerful manifestation 
of the February pattern, a powerfully promethean development carrying 
huge implications for good and ill for the future of humanity. 

The modern myth that Mary Shelley created nearly two hundred years 
ago is still very much alive in contemporary consciousness, as is evident 
from the following quote from Time Magazine’s review of 1997: 
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Dr Frankenstein wore a wool sweater and a baggy parka... Dr lan Wil- 
mut, the first man to conceive fully formed life from adult body parts 
since Mary Shelley s mad scientist. Wilmut may not look the part of 
Frankenstein, or God the Father — but he played it.”° 


Figure 6: Birth of Dolly the cloned sheep 
4 pm LMT (3:00 pm UT), 5" July 1996" 
Rosslyn Institute, near Edinburgh, Scotland: 55N51, 3W10 


NDIVIDUAL MANIFESTATIONS 
Towards the end of 1995, in an interview with Ian Holland, editor of 
Connections magazine, I talked about my work as an astrologer, 
ending the interview with some speculations about what the 4 ¢ )K of 
1997 might bring. Here is an extract from the interview: 
What that should mean collectively is some kind of major step forward 
being announced in human development and awareness at that time. ¥- 
in sz is a combination which has a strong feeling of technological and 
scientific breakthrough about it On the day of the moon landing in July 
1969, there was an exact conjunction. What we might expect is some- 
thing which takes us boldly where humanity has not gone before. ~ 


?° Time Annual, 1997. (Time Books, 1998) p.116. 
2! “around the time of the event”, New York Times. 
22 Connections magazine, Spring/Summer 1996. p.8 
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Having said that the sun crosses the sector of sky called 6° #* each 
year between the 25" and 27" of January, it suddenly occurred to me that 
I should invite the readers of the magazine with birthdays on those days 
to contact me, so that I could find out how it had been for them. So I did 
—and they did. In this Uranian manner the study project was born! 

Seventeen people stayed with the study the whole way through. Out 
of an interested initial response from fifteen members of the public, only 
three with the © at 5-6° s* returned my initial questionnaire. Needing 
more participants, and lacking the time because of other projects to 
advertise for more members of the public to join in, I then involved 
eleven of my astrology students, and three clients, all of whom had key 
planets or points in their horoscopes placed between 5-6° =. 

There are very obvious limitations to a study like this. Firstly, there is 
no control group of people with nothing at 5-6° of the fixed signs. Sec- 
ondly, all concerned had been alerted to the upcoming pattern and were 
therefore not observing life from a neutral perspective. Thirdly, over half 
were already studying astrology. I have always encouraged my students 
to adopt a skeptical approach, to avoid stretching what they see in life to 
fit the astrological model. But their understandable desire to see astrol- 
ogy proved in action was bound to exert an influence, however much I 
exhorted them to strive for objectivity 

Also, each individual’s Horoscope is like a complex play with many 
differing characters and variations of plot line — therefore selecting only 
one character to focus on, whether it is the © or another planet/axis in 
the chart, is rather narrow. 

On the other hand, the ‘big heavies’, o”, %, B, 4 and XX all inviting 
themselves at once on stage, albeit only to talk to one key character, 
should make an observable impact on the unfolding drama! So I felt it 
was worth going ahead, even with those strictures that I have just ac- 
knowledged. 

I kept to a narrow orb range: 4° to 7° =. The natal © of five of the 
participants falls there; as do two 9’s; three {Q’s; two 4's: two %’s: and 
one 4. Lalso included one @ at 6° 2, and one MC-IC axis at 6° O-Ml. My 
objective was to see whether the energies of the complex and contradic- 
tory 1997 pattern could be observed at work in their essence in all of the 
participants’ lives. 
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Was January an unusually pressurized, thwarting and difficult month? 

As the ¥ o \K built up, the dominant foreground energies were 0", 
and P, always a testing combination, demanding endurance and persis- 
tence, bringing separations and endings of varying kinds. Sixteen partici- 
pants said a very definite “Yes!” to this question. (The only one who re- 
ported having had a good month, nearly proposed to his girlfriend but 
didn’t. Early in March, she announced that she was marrying someone 
else.) 

Here are some of their responses, with the relevant natal bodies occu- 
pying 4°-7° =~ noted: 

e Every possible delay at work Workmen didn't turn up (not that 
this is unusual in itself!) - every effort to go ahead with practical 
ideas (home improvements) was blocked. Very, very frustrating! 
(26° = FD) 

e Agonized over decision to take early retirement through Xmas 
and New Year Decision to cancel the request early in January. 
(MC 6° 3) 

© Difficult flu-ridden month, partner came over to help, injured 
himself and ended up as a patient himself Study plans thwarted. 
(27° w OD) 

© Sense of very significant ending with my ex-husband. A very dif- 
ficult and painful period “(2 6° = ¢ ©) 

© Heard of lots of relationship break-ups ,began to panic about my 
own “(4 7° x * © o ¥) 

Self and partner off work due to illness “() ¢ % 4° =) 
One participant working in a third-world country reported being 
ill and alone, away from friends and family...the ending toa 
whole period — move into being myself with no emotional de- 
pendants, (© 5° = Oc") 
Five other participants reported deaths or serious illness involving 
close relatives or friends. It was a pretty grim January from all accounts. 


Did you experience anything significant of an inner/outer nature dur- 
ing the first two weeks of February? 
The tone of February was different. “Only one person said “No”. All 
the rest reported significant inner and or outer happenings: 
© My (male) partner after being moody and uncommunicative ex- 
pressed a desire for complete and utter personal freedom. 
(4 7° xv * Oo ¥) 
© Applied for voluntary redundancy... a very steady relentless en- 
ergy flow. (& 5° ¢ $0 ¥) 
© New career direction being grappled with. (© 5° ==) 
© Relationship (which had broken down in January) back on — but 
felt stronger within, that I could easily cope on my own. Llet's 
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see what happens! (}) ¢ » 4° =) 

Feeling of depletion and dissatisfaction (January) giving way to 
desperate need for change. (3 7° = 0 )) 

Continued to stand up for myself with (male) partner — com- 
plete refurbishment of home - my way! (© 6° = 2 1) 

My inner life is a rampant beast with all sorts of questions and 
demands, (© 5° #00) 

With little notice was asked to supervise a student for six weeks - 
this, plus setting up new student groups, stressful. (47° & ¥) 


Did anything significant occur to you on the actual weekend of 15th to 
16th February, when the conjunction was exact? 

Four said “No.” One couldn’t recall. The other twelve all had signifi- 
cant experiences pointing to new developments in the future 


One participant ran into a journalist friend he hadn’t seen for a 
year. The conjunction day was spent hatching a new joint writing 
project, possibly a film script, on a theme from Scottish crime 
history. (2 6° = o 3) 

Another had a very significant dream a coming together of many 
things precisely featuring two full moons in the night sky. 

(5° so 0% 

A third experienced a huge emotional pain in the solar plexus — 
as though punched — then tremendous feelings of release. 
Something had been shifted, something had changed. 

(O 5° = & DR) 

Another participant and his partner entertained friends in their 
newly-completed dining room for the first time since they’d 
moved in 3 years ago. The weekend felt like the completion of 
some cycle. (MC 6° 3) 


Did anything significant occur to you during the last two weeks of Feb- 


ruary? 


Three people reported no particular developments — for two of them, 
there was a continuation of changes that had presented themselves unex- 
pectedly in the first two weeks. There was only one person whose life 
seemed to have been totally untouched by the disruptive and the unusual 
during the period of the conjunction. I will present his estimate of the 
year in the next issue of Considerations. For the rest, there was a range 
of developments: 


Received redundancy offer and accepted it. A great sense of 
deep healing. Remaining notice period felt like a prison sen- 
tence being completed! (5 5° «= ¢ 30 ¥) 

Feelings of extreme restlessness and felt like running away — 
started applying for jobs abroad. (» 7° = * © ¢ ¥) 
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* Continued feelings of trying to break out Began to see partner in 
a different light. Eyes opened to what had always been there. 
© 6 x PK) 

© Definite shifi in ideas re responsibility to friends...some set 

aside. ‘End-of-an-era feeling re relationships. (© 5° x DP) 

A career change theme going on within me. Husband's nervous 

energy levels very high the whole of February. (© 5° re) 

° Myson is really busy with more work than he can handle — this 
is a big switch for him. (© 5°) 

* e-mailed NASA with original computing idea — they replied! 

Asked me to forward details, (4 in 6" — second Return) 

One participant summed up January and February thus: Recent 

events have had far reaching implications for me — endings, be- 

ginnings, a new way of being. (2 7° = 0 )) 

© During this period I was able to confront many anxieties 1 have 
had which stem from childhood A deep sense of healing has 
taken place which has enabled me to coalesce as a person... and 
thus begin to assume full potency as an individual. (& 5° 2 6 3 
o¥) 


HE REST OF THE YEAR 

\} gradually moved away from \K from the point of exact conjunc- 

tion in mid-February 1997, returning from the end of August un- 
til late November to a wide conjunction with XX, orbiting 10° ahead, still 
acting as an ‘amplifier’ for X. I was intrigued to note that of the five 
planets involved in the bowl formation of mid-February 1997, 0, and 
PB would all return to 5-6° =, thereby triggering the horoscope of the 
mid-February line-up, during the course of the rest of the year — and late 
into 1998, in P’s case. The image that came to mind was of the initial 
cauldron being fired up again by these energies. What would emerge as a 
result? 

1997 was a year during which so many out of the ordinary things 

happened at all levels that it would be impossible to do justice to re- 
cording them all, even if one devoted a whole year to the task! 


Individual lives, Phase 2 

I carried on amassing newspaper cuttings, and continued following up 
with the seventeen volunteers participating in the study by sending them 
two more questionnaires. I identified a second period in the year from 
late July until mid-October 1997, during which was retrograding from 
7° to 4° #«, until it turned direct on 14" October at nearly 5° =. It was 
just after this date that I sent out my second questionnaire, including in it 
@ question asking about the perceived significance or otherwise of 13-15 
October. 
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Ihave long noticed and been intrigued by the potent effects of the sta- 
tionary direct points of the outer planets. This was my chance to research 
that facet of ){ motion over a whole group of lives! The results were 
mostly significant and in some cases very powerful indeed. 

I took the third period from mid-October 1997 to late January 1998, 
by which time { had reached 8° ~, and had left the observational band 
of 4° to 7° «. From November 1997 until the end of January 1998, P 
having turned direct in mid-August 1997 had transited over 4°-7° ~, 
running a joint power surge, with , through the mid-February 1997 
horoscope. At the end of January 1998 I sent out the third questionnaire, 
in which I invited the participants to sum up the significance of the year 
for them. This was as far as I went with the study. 

For individuals, what I expected overall, and what can clearly be seen 
from their feedback for that period, was a mixed picture in January and 
February 1997, with thwarting, blocking and difficult circumstances and 
significant endings on the one hand, but new and unexpected develop- 
ments woven in, which became clearer as the year went on. Common to 
all participants, I thought, should be a more than averagely changeful 
year with more than averagely difficult and unpredictable dimensions, 
whose inner thrust was towards greater expansion and freedom of opera- 
tion in those spheres of life connected to the planets being triggered by 
the conjunction and its attendant pattern. 


Collective events, phase 2: X returns to the 5° Pattern 

We had a globally important death in mid-February in the person of 
the old ‘revolutionary king’, Deng. As % retrograded back over 5-6° =, 
on 31" August 1997 Princess Diana, the new revolutionary international 
“queen of hearts’ was killed, and the whole world went into shock and 
mourning. Modern global technology ensured that her death made instant 
world headlines — and her funeral on 7" September attracted an audi- 
ence of at least half the population of the Earth, the biggest mass media 
event in human history, and the major event of phase two of the \-)K 
year of 1997. 

The global tidal wave of response to this death has shown us the 
depth of our collective longing for a person, or some way of living, 
which can heal the wounded spirit that we, as a human community, seem 
to be feeling as the millennium and the end of the Piscean Age ap- 
proaches. In it we can also see clearly the stamp of the imminent entry of 
¥ into =. 

All of the other key stories that emerged from the matrix of February 
1997 advanced throughout the year. The cloning and genetic engineering 
themes have continued to occupy a high public profile. 

Parallel to this, on the bicentenary of her birth in 1797, there has been 
a reborn interest in Mary Shelley, the author of Frankenstein. There were 
two major exhibitions on her life and work: in Italy in August, and Eng- 
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land in November 1997. There was also the discovery in a trunk in Italy 
of a long-lost children’s story of hers, which made headlines in The 
Times on 10" November. We also learnt that Dolly the Sheep was ini- 
tially to have been called Mary, after Mary Shelley.” 

There is a striking similarity between the 4-X-B-¥ pattem when 
Frankenstein was published in 1818, Mary Shelley’s own horoscope, and 
the mid-February 1997 pattern. There are also strong links between the 
charts of Dolly the Sheep and Mary Shelley. To offer one of many links, 
Mary Shelley’s at 29° #* is conjunct her own 27° # MC and Dolly’s 
23° sx IC. In terms of resonance over time, Dolly’s 0° % B is in waning 
square to Mary’s. It is most apt that Dolly should appear under this wan- 
ing square, as a potent symbol of a major concrete outworking of the 
revolutionary social, political and scientific ideas current under the  o° B 
immediately preceding Mary’s birth in 1797. Furthermore, when Dolly 
was announced to the world in February 1997, K and B were making 
their first sextile from the 1966 conjunction. 

Genetic engineering and cloning technologies are currently advancing 
with a rapidity that is leaving ordinary mortals like myself reeling, un- 
able to process the physical, spiritual, ethical and moral implications of 
the recent promethean strides of science with anything like the speed 
with which such developments seem to be taking place. I alternate be- 
tween being awestruck at our dazzling cleverness as a species, and feel- 
ing repelled and deeply disturbed by the hubristic way in which the most 
intricate and subtle mechanisms at the core of both physical and spiritual 
life are being dismantled and recombined as though they were so many 
lengths of builders’ scaffolding. I find it both remarkable and chilling 
that never a week goes by these days without reference to Mary Shelley 
or her grotesque creation, Frankenstein. Mary Shelley was telling us 
something of supreme importance. But are we listening? 

The theme of space exploration and boldly going also continued, with 
wonderful pictures of heart-stopping grandeur and beauty being relayed 
from deep space by the refurbished Hubble, and our knowledge of the 
origins of our galaxy and the structure of the universe advanced with 
every month that passed. The planet o’, which had been retrograde in 
mid-February at 5° =, retumed to that degree on 1* July. Its return coin- 
cided with the Pathfinder probe landing on Mars three days later! 

The major space story in late July 1997 was the turbulent flight of the 
ageing Mir station, eleven years in space. Manned by British, American 
and Russian astronauts, it staggered from near disaster to near disaster 
over the summer, rarely being out of the headlines. 

Also, in September, the Jndependent newspaper ran a story headlined 
‘Fear of fall-out threatens voyage to Saturn.”* According to a former 


2 From Peter Clarke's Diary, The Sunday Times, 30" November 1997. 
4 The Independent, 9" September 1997. The story ran: “The launch of a NASA 
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senior NASA official, an unforeseeable mishap could shower parts of the 
Earth with radioactive debris that would threaten millions with cancer. 
The probe was duly launched, complete with its power pack of 70-odd 
pounds of lethal plutonium, on 15" October — the day after { turned 
direct at 4°44? a, 

Uranus went direct on Tuesday, 14" October. Headlined in the papers 
the next day, with a stunning color photo in the Glasgow Herald, was 
news of another major human technological breakthrough. Andy Green 
became the first man to break the sound barrier on land — he drove a car 
in the Nevada desert at a speed of 760 miles per hour. 

There were many other themes of greater and lesser importance con- 
nected to the February pattern, and there simply isn’t enough space to 
mention them here. The disruption of world weather patterns due to El 
Nino was news throughout 1997 — and the recent announcement of La 
Nina to follow was equally disquieting. Major changes in China were 
expected following Deng’s death in mid-February, and in September it 
was announced that China would move forward with a major privatiza- 
tion program — the process of moving beyond Marxism taking a “great 
leap forward’”’ The shock of the collapsing Asian economies sent tidal 
waves running across the world throughout 1997, and reverberations 
from that still continue. 


Collective events, phase 3: P Returns to the 5° Pattern 

P, having turned retrograde in March 1998 at 8° ~, entered the 4-7° 
observation zone in May 1998, and tumed direct at 5° 7 on 16" August. 
It remained within this zone until November 1998, continuing to charge 
up the horoscope of the mid-February 1997 line-up. 

In the UK, there were two major political developments, starting their 
build-up early in 1997 and pushed forward by the landslide victory of 
New Labour on 1* May 1997. In itself this was another pre-¥ into = 
people-power event. ¥ turned retrograde on election day in the very last 
minutes of 4, and the old Tory order that had dominated British politics 
for eighteen years was swept away. Despite the dreadful outrage in 
Omagh in Northern Ireland on 15" August, which may in fact have had 
an opposite effect from the one the bombers had intended, there is hope 
of building peace in Northern Ireland. The people there resoundingly 
voted for their own Assembly, then turned out in high numbers to elect 
politicians from both sides of the political divide to run it. This would 
have been unimaginable in 1996. 


module bound for the planet Satum, originally scheduled for early next month, 
may be threatened following claims that the US government is understating the 
risks associated with its nuclear power source.” 

25 The Sunday Times, 21" September 1997. 


23 


Whitaker: Jupiter conjunct Uranus 


And Scotland, having clearly voted for its own parliament in Septem- 
ber 1997, began accelerating towards independence — or separatism, 
depending on your stance. In late July 1998, as P approached its station 
at 5° %, Tony Blair’s cabinet reshuffle sent the combative treasury min- 
ister Helen Liddle back to Scotland as deputy to Scottish Secretary Don- 
ald Dewar. This is a key role, as New Labour and the Scottish National- 
ists limbered up for warfare over the issue of whether Scotland devolves 
or breaks away from Westminster’s rule as a consequence of being 
granted our own Parliament. This is yet another development which 
wouldn’t have been considered a realistic possibility in 1996. 

Moving into the wider world, at the end of July 1998 a major tele- 
communications merger between British Telecom and the huge A.T & T 
company was a further step in the global telecommunications opening-up 
that had been announced in mid-February 1997. “The venture will pro- 
vide ‘seamless’ communications for international companies, enabling 
them to talk to subsidiaries or transmit data anywhere in the world, using 
only one operator.””° 

A further development as P returned to the February 1997 pattern 
over the summer of 1998 has been Viagra — science’s latest toy for 
flogging flagging libidos, apparently usable by both sexes. A wonderful 
example of the shadow side of this latest scientific marvel appeared with 
the news that a middle-aged African dictator had died, allegedly as a re- 
sult of over-indulgence in bedroom activity, fuelled by Viagra. 

In August The Sunday Times reported, “Science finds planets that 
could hide new worlds“. The item went on to say that astronomers may 
have found evidence for the existence of solar systems similar to our own 
that could contain planets capable of sustaining life. This strikes me as 
the ultimate ‘boldly-going’ development, supremely appropriate for the 
return of P, symbolically the most powerful known planet in our own 
solar system, to the horoscope of the unique pattern of February 1997. 


The major event 

The most important event of this last phase, to my mind, was the 
dragging into utter disrepute of the most powerful political office in the 
world, the Presidency of the USA. Sexual scandal surrounding Clinton 
rumbled away during the whole of 1997 via the Paula Jones case. It 
flared \up acutely at the end of January 1998 with revelations of Presi- 
dent Clinton’s affair with Monica Lewinsky. 

Everyone knows that politicians have been screwing and lying, with 
the very odd honorable exception, since the beginning of time. It is ex- 
traordinary and unique, and a dreadful comment on the state of decay of 
our culture, at a time when nuclear war between India and Pakistan had 
become a real possibility, and we were facing yet another standoff with 


?6 Glasgow Herald, 27" July 1998. 
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Iraq, that the energies of the most powerful man on Earth were being 
spent fending off squalid investigations into his sexual misconduct. 

From an astrological perspective the whole debacle is fascinating, and 
clearly connected to the mid-February pattern of 1997, from which time 
the process of pursuit took on an increasingly relentless momentum. }-)K 
in #* strongly suggests the arrogant, buoyantly successful, sexually pro- 
miscuous ruler who thinks he is beyond the law; o, » and P, the dark 
forces of the inquisition, their pursuit perhaps fuelled unconsciously by 
the pursuers’ own sexual inadequacies and jealousy of the President’s 
unlimited sexual opportunities, who are determined to bring him down. 

It was a political situation that was completely out with our collective 
experience until the remarkable planetary pattern of February 1997 au- 
gured its development, with the 4 ¢ \X alignment serving as “an activat- 
ing trigger”, in Richard Tarnas’ apposite phrase. How symbolically ap- 
propriate it is that the last phase of this sordid, surreal international deba- 
cle should have been played out against the backdrop of P’s return to the 
February 1997 horoscope. P turned direct at 5° x on the 16" August, and 
on the 17" Bill Clinton admitted to the American people and the entire 
world that he had indeed had an inappropriate relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

This disclosure, the way he did it, and its implications, are still being 
processed. Three days later America bombed Sudan in retaliation for re- 
cent alleged Muslim fundamentalists’ attacks on two American embas- 
sies in Africa. By the end of the week, as ¥ slipped back for a few 
months into , fundamentalist threats that there would be reprisals 
against America and its allies in the form of biological warfare made the 
world suddenly feel a more dangerous place for all of us. It was sug- 
gested that there was a connection between Clinton’s desire to distract 
attention from his sexual scandals, and his authorization of the bombing 
of Sudan. It suddenly felt as though we were living in the plot of some 
grotesque movie rather than in “real life”. 

Since I first drafted this in August 1998 there have been remarkable 
twists and turns in the Clinton saga. The Starr Report was published on 
the 11"" September — first on the Internet, in true 4-)K style. On the 6" 
October impeachment proceedings were begun. It looked as though Clin- 
ton was down and on his way out. But he still rode high in the American 
public’s approval ratings of his performance as President. It looked as 
though the tough and resilient slick Willie, love him or loathe him, had 
evaded the captors’ net. 4-)K had triumphed at least temporarily, over the 
dark inquisitorial forces of #'-*-P. 

The quickest of glances at the president’s horoscope reveals astro- 
logically why he is such a Houdini character. His natal first house 4 ¢ & 
in =, 4 X, Q and the @ in the 9" house, tepresents not one, but a full 
deck of ‘Get out of jail free’ cards! There is also a close tie between his 
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©/) midpoint lineup with the MC and USA’s 4. Although tried for im- 
peachment he has managed to continue as President. 

These unique events, as P in ~ at the end of 1998 completed charging 
up the February 1997 pattern and slowly moved on, will probably result 
in profound changes in the American political system. The people will be 
forced to review what the office of President actually means, and what 
they can realistically expect and demand in future from the person who 
holds that office. They will also be debating what defines the boundary 
between the rule of law acting as a necessary regulating constraint on all 
its citizens, and becoming an instrument of socially and individually de- 
structive persecution. 

Just as the death of Princess Diana swept a tide of grief and hysteria 
worldwide, the Clinton saga carried a tidal wave of sleaze everywhere. 
Neither of those huge waves could have occurred without the momentum 
provided by the highly sophisticated information technology we now 
possess. In all of this, and the increasingly hubristic direction in which 
contemporary science seems to be moving, some of the manifestations of 
the current movement of ¥ into #* can already be clearly identified. This 
critical planetary shift has set the wider context for the yo K of 1997 and 
its attendant pattern throughout the entire period under discussion. 

My impression is that the exact alignment of ¥~X with ov, Sand P in 
February 1997, and the re-charging of that alignment by the revisiting of 
@, X and most recently B, has brought some unique developments — 
scientific, technological, social and political — in our collective history. 


The individual lives 

Over the summer 1998 period, I collated the responses from the three 
questionnaires into individual accounts of each of the seventeen partici- 
pants’ self-reported experiences of the period February 1997 to January 
1998. Because of time limitations, I couldn’t conduct any face to face or 
telephone interviews. Each summary was sent to the appropriate partici- 
pant for accuracy checking, giving them the opportunity to delete any 
details they felt were too sensitive to expose in public, albeit anony- 
mously, The few extra written comments as a result of this have been 
incorporated into the final reports. 

The last question I had asked in Questionnaire 3 was "Was it a typi- 
cal, average year?” Although one person wasn’t sure, and another 
wrote a description of her fourth } return but not of 1997, all the rest felt 
that it had been a year out of the ordinary. Four described it as a turning 
point year, two as a year of re-evaluation, one wrote that it was ‘the most 
pivotal year of my life’, another said, ‘a phenomenally significant year’, 
and yet another called it ‘an incredible year.’ 

These individual reports will appear in the next issue. 


To be continued. 
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RUTH BAKER Q.np. 


IFE ALWAYS seems rather quiet in the first few weeks of a 

New Year and I was anxious to know if I would soon get a new 

student enrolling in the horary course I was teaching at that 
\time. 


When will I get another student? 
9:15 pm GMT, 18" January 1999; 51N48, 1E09 


% hour on a ) day 


I was pleased to see agreement between the planetary hour ruler 4 
and the Ascendant ruler (both cold and dry) as this helps to validate the 
chart. 

As querent, % is my significator and the ) is my co-significator. The 
), which often shows the querent’s thoughts, is in the 5" house. This is 
very apt, because students old or new are always a pleasure for me. Both 
% and the ) are peregrine but they are strengthened with their mutual 
reception by triplicity. The position of 2 in the 4" house is apt too, 
because I work at home. 
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Essential Dignities 
Sign_| Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

[o) % ed D) 7) [o) 

») % 2 g Q g 

8 % g ») + J 

g % = g 2 3 

J g 4 3 c 4 | Detriment 
an 4 4 g J fo 

% of 1} + % g Fall 

@ g be] § g D) 


Mutual Reception: O & 4, o° & 4 
) separates from ¢ X and applies to 2 4 Mc 


Astrology students come under the 9" house of higher education so 
my prospective student is represented by @ also in the Sth house, very 
strong and in the house of its joy. There is no applying aspect between ¥ 
and @ but the ) applies to a conjunction with 9" ruler 9, and @ is in the 
triplicity and face of my significator ¥. And as a nice touch the @ is in 
the 1‘ house disposited by 2. 

It seemed as though I would get an enrolment, but when? There are 
just under 5° between the ) and 2. The conjunction takes place in a 
succedent house so it is likely to be five weeks ahead rather than five 
days. The ) also trines the 10" cusp (my career) in just over 5°, 
Appropriately the MC. is ruled by my significator %. 

I therefore judged that a student would be enrolling in about five 
weeks time — round about the 22™ of February. I have to admit that 
when I received a completed enrolment form by post on the 23" 
February I was rather more surprised than a horary astrologer should be 
when her prediction proves correct. But therein lies the wonder of 
astrology — it is continually amazing us. 


@ 
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Horary astrology: 
Two Horaries 


KRISTINA WAARDAHL 


/ 
Should we Travel to the UK in July? 
Di. had been planning our vacation trip for several weeks 
when unusual circumstances prompted this question. First, we 
had changed our destination, then the route, and then how to travel, from 
car to ship and then to plane. Now ten days before our departure, my 
husband had suffered a knee injury that needed rest after treatment. Ob- 
viously these different incidents meant something and I asked this ques- 
tion to discover if the journey was still feasible. 


9:37 PM UT, 30" June 1999. Norrképing, Sweden: 58N36, 16E11. 


} on the Ascendant signifies that 4 rules me, the querent. As 4 also 
ruled the 9" house of long journeys, I am still in control of the situation. 
This is a good initial indication as } is a benefic and is angular in the 1" 
house (it also rules the 10"). My fears are shown by the )’s recent 
square to 4, now separating but still well within orb. 
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The ) is my co-significator. Its position in the 12" house shows my 
concern about my husband’s health problem (the 12" is the 6” from the 
7), The ) in a -ruled sign points to the knee problem. My husband is 
signified by Tf on the cusp of the 7th house and $ in his turned 12” shows 
his recent hospital visit. 

The ) is translating the light between 4 (me) and (my husband) and 
thus re-forms the previous ¥ 0 } aspect, indicating the many adjustments 
and changes we had earlier made about this trip. In addition, as the natu- 
ral ruler of transportation, can be said to signify the travel agent, while 
\ is the natural ruler of travel. 

Our journey was to take us to England. However, 4 had just moved 
out of T, the sign that traditionally rules England, and was now in %, 
Sweden’s sign. Was this an indication that we should stay in Sweden? 

The applying ) ¢? says so. With no mutual reception involved, this 
opposition prevents the journey. 

Another warning is the )’s mutual reception with », an indication of 
delays and hindrances. » here again shows the knee problem, more so as 
it is on the fated degree of the Nodes. As » is angular in the 1* house, its 
fated influence also concerns me. 

Finally, ¢’, the ruler of the 8" house is in the 7", indicating danger to 
my husband during the journey, and within the next week it moves to ° 
\y at 0°  — an unfavorable situation and financial loss. 

The fixed stars provide further confirmation: ) ¢ Altair, which makes 
people bold and foolhardy; 4 ¢ Mira, indicating travel difficulties and 
possible danger of scandal and; and % ¢ Menkar, meaning danger to 
health. 

We cancelled the flight reservations made earlier that day. 

The doctor and the travel agent agreed that it was wise to postpone 
our trip. Nonetheless, I am still frustrated, as indicated by ) o ¥. 


Essential Dignities 
Sign Exalt Trip Term | Face 
[o) D) * p) ¥ g Peregrine 
> 4 < 8 i) g 
§ ) od ¥ 4 4 
2 10) “ ¥ ¥ co 
Ca 2 4% g g ¥ Detriment 
4 g > > 2 i 
h g > > g d 
3 {2} zs ¥ z ¥ 
D hour, + day 


Mixed Mutual Reception: ) & ». 
) separates from 0 ¥ and applies too ¥ & P ¥ 
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ill we get the order from the Mill? 


asked out his question while waiting for the Mill’s decision. 

Would they accept our proposal and sign the contract for the 

delivery of a heat recovery system or not? There have been 

many daily discussions with the Mill concerning their re- 
quirements, technical data etc. and we had high hopes and thought we 
would get the contract. But God only knows.. 

Ml ascends in this horary. The hour ruler, the ©, and the Ascendant 
ruler, o’, are in harmony: both are hot & dry and the more to the point 
they are conjunct. 

Appropriately for our engineering company, o represents us as the 
Querent. The ) is our co-ruler. The Mill is shown by the 7" house in 8 
and by its ruler 2 — as the matter is between two equals. The chart, 
however, shows that the two parties are not quite equal, as ois ruled by 
Q, strong in its own exaltation in }. Clearly the Seller (our company) is 
dependent on the Buyer (the Mill). 

By its placement on the cusp of the 7” house, o also indicates that 
our company is keen to get this project. This position also reflects the 
daily meetings and technical discussions that had been held between the 
parties. 

As the question involves a sale, I looked for an agreement between o* 
and 9. Both planets are swift moving, but 9 is the quicker at this time 
and she has already separated from * o’, indicating that our good position 
was over. The & B so close to ® must be regarded as a serious affliction. 

The real problem is that both of our significators are weak. Apart 
from its accidental angularity, o” is peregrine and in detriment. In addi- 
tion, it is combust; some authorities say that o’ is not affected by 
combustion, but it is certainly very weak. 

is not alone; she has just separated from ¢ \, its dispositor, and the 
pair are still so close, in mutual reception and both very strong by sign 
and being in the 4" house of the final outcome — an indication that the 
Mill is with other people (our rival for the business), who will get the 
order. As the aspect is separating, it may well show that the Mill’s deci- 
sion had already been taken when I asked the question. ); is in and rules 
the 7" from the 10" — signifying the open enemy (the rival) of our busi- 
ness. 

The ) applies to ¢ % — the Mill’s money — but it is too weak to do 
anything. The )’s last aspect — a conjunction with the malefic 4 shows 
the unfortunate outcome. 

The & on the IC gives further warning that the outcome is hindered! 

As we subsequently learned, the project was given to another party, 
who had offered a completely different solution. 
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Will we get the order from the Mill? 
7:14 pm UT, 24" April 1998; 58N36, 16E11 


Essential Dignities 
‘Sign | Exalt |_ Tri Term | Face 

[o) g D) b) g g 

> cg ° 4 g 10) 

‘3 c ° 4 2 ° 

< y g J g ¥ 

J g > >» g ¥% | Detriment 
\ 4 g g ¥ 

% J 10} + c g Peregrine, Fall 
cc) ¥ = 4 ¥ g 

© hour, 2 day 


Mutual Reception: )& O, D&T, PRUPES 
) separates from 4 P & applies to o % 
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Horary Astrology: 
Three Horaries 


CONSTANTINE ZINONI 0.11.P. 


HERE ARE the Russian bonds? 

At a certain point in the Qualified Horary Diploma Course! 

the student is required to provide a horary chart drawn from 

his or her own experience. In this connection I was pleased to 
have the opportunity to present one of my first successful charts, one I 
had done long before I started the QHD course. My horary knowledge at 
that time had been limited to the reading of one of those horary astrology 
books that pretend to teach the art instantly. The question was from a 
friend who wanted to know where she had lost her gold bracelet. I had 
noted the time of the question, drawn up a chart, and half an hour later 
was able to tell her exactly where to find the bracelet. While on one hand 
I was pleased with the outcome, on the other I did wonder what part 
beginner's luck had played for the result appeared too good to be true. 

When I picked up that chart much later for the course, I realized to 
my dismay that the chart I had used to find the bracelet was wrong. I had 
set it for 7:30 a.m. instead of 7:30 p.m., which was the correct time of the 
question. Peculiarly, the chart set for the proper time did not indicate the 
place of the mislaid bracelet. For the QHP course I had then to consider 
another chart, one I had previously been unable to decently delineate 
despite the promises of the instant horary book. 

This chart dealt with the question: "Where are the Russian bonds after 
so many years and removals?" We had inherited from our grandparents 
some Russian bonds they had bought at the beginning of the century. 
Payment of those bonds was discontinued after the Russian revolution. 
Towards the end of 1996 the Government announced it would pay some 
compensation to the French owners of bonds that could provide proof of 
ownership. Naturally, the question arose “Where were those long 
forgotten bonds?” assuming we still had them after the best part of a 
century. 

The querent is ruled by the © in the Sth and the ) as a co-ruler (see 
Lilly’s Christian Astrology, page124). The bonds are symbolized by §, as 
it rules the 2" house of possessions. I judge the chart to be valid because 
it describes the situation exactly and because the querent's natal ASC is 
also in Q. ¥, ruler of the 2™, symbolizes papers and money (CA-355). 


' The Qualified Horary Diploma Course has Olivia Barclay as its principle. 
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Both the hour ruler 2 and the ) are in angular houses, the latter being 
in I[ (CA-325), all of which indicates that the bonds are in the house. 


Where are the Russian bonds? 
Dec. 22 1996, 7:47 PM GMT 
46N15, 6E0S 


Essential Dignities 


Si, | Exalt Trip Term | Face 
[O) 4 v D) g y 
> % Q g 4 ¥ 
g 4 g 2 |¢ c 
g y ie) ») ro 8 Peregrine 
g 8 3 of y § 
v 4 J ») g ° 
i) fof 0} y y of Peregrine 
@ y g >) y y 
As 2) = 4 g ¥ 
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% in mutual reception with o by exaltation 
) separates from o° 2 and is void of course before applying to 0 & 
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The ) applies to sextile the ASC, suggesting that the bonds will be 
recovered through a diligent search (CA-356). In addition, § will turn 
retrograde in two days, on the 24th December, and so applies to a 
conjunction with the ©, ruler of the ASC, meaning that the owner and 
the bonds will come together and the recovery will be sudden (CA-357). 
All of this is rather reassuring; the bonds have not been lost or thrown 
away as was feared. These premises imply that the significators of the 
bonds are ¥ in ® and the ) in II. The ruler of the 4" house ” cannot be 
taken as the significator of the bonds as they are not mislaid (i.e. put 
down in the wrong place) but lost in the house. 

The preponderance of planets in the 6” (including 4 & ¥ by the 5° 
rule) would indicate that the bonds would be at the place of work but this 
is impossible. The 6" house must then have a derived meaning. We still 
have school records, prizes, and old toys of children so the 6" house, 
being the 2" from the 5", could mean that the bonds would be where the 
children's possessions are stored. Furthermore, ¥ is about to turn 
retrograde into the 5" house reinforcing the hypothesis that the bonds are 
located in a place associated with children. 

Where in the house are the bonds? The ) in IL, an air sign, signifies 
high places, a place of play (CA-94). The chief indicator % is in 6, an 
earth sign, indicates low dark places, near the ground (CA-98). Due to 
the majority of south and southwest directions, the conclusion is that the 
bonds ought to be on the floor (4) of the loft (I), where we normally 
store disused items, in the southern part of it towards the west, and with 
something that belonged to the children. 

The bonds were found on the 2™ January 1997 when § retrograde was 
conjunct the © at 11° 4. They were in the southwest part of the loft, on 
the floor under a big box that contained the children’s large toy castle. 

This chart provides, however, some more interesting information. The 
querent, the ©, is concerned at the time with what belonged to his 
grandparents (the 5" house is the 2" from the 4"); the 4" representing 
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our grandparents as our heritage, our background, those from whom we 
descend. So, the papers (%) are with the other planets in the 6", the 
children's things, covered up by \, that is, whatever is big. Quite rightly, 
@ in the 4" indicates that the bonds where inherited from the maternal 
grandparents. In addition, 2 (by antiscion) and \ are closely conjunct the 
)’s contra-antiscion. As 2 rules the MC while } rules the ®, this 
configuration can be interpreted as meaning that something in the past () 
separating from &° 2 in 4"), that is the legacy (@ in 8"), coming through 
the mother (MC). 


S THIS the Right Time to Divorce? 

The question was asked by a tall and slender lady, very well 

described and represented by the II Ascendant. She is signified by 3 

and the ), the husband by 4. While there is no recognized 
relationship between the planetary hour and the Ascendant, I considered 
the chart fit to be judged since the lady's natal ? at 14° 04’ TI is conjunct 
the ASC and the chart exactly describes the situation. The fixed star 
Antares is just within orb of a conjunction with 3, about which Ebertin 
says “it makes people tough, belligerent and pugnacious". This is a 
fitting description of the lady as she had secretly started legal procedures 
to freeze her husband's assets. 


Is this the right time to divorce? 
5:11 PM UT, November 13 1997 
46N15, 6E05 
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The querent's significator, $ is fast and over the 7" house showing her 
eagerness in the marriage; % is also in detriment indicating she is at a 
disadvantage from being insolvent and obliged to find a job to sustain 
herself and the two daughters as at the moment she does not work. 
The ), her other ruler, is exalted in the 12" and in G shows the hidden 
maneuvers the lady has undertaken to ensure her financial future. 

The quesited, her husband, is represented by a peregrine 4, which is a 
very fitting description as he travels a lot and is always away from home. 
He is a highly paid executive who is obsessed with his career and still 
under the strong sway of his mother, as described by ’s position on the 
10" cusp. This state of affairs is the cause of much discontent and a 
principal motive for divorce. 4 ¢ MC shows the elevated social status of 
the husband, as well as, the influence of his mother. 

¥ (querent) and 4 (quesited) are in mutual reception’, showing the 
bond that exists between the two partners, and abating the debilities of 
the peregrine 4 and the % in detriment by providing exchange status 
through their respective triplicities. The two planets are also joined by a 
sinister applying sextile that, together with $’s placement within 5° of the 
7" cusp, suggests the querent will eventually give in. 

The )’s first aspect is a dexter (strong) square to } that warns of a 
difficulty in obtaining a divorce, while the presence of o’ in the 7” 
points to partnership quarrels. The ), strong in her exaltation and 
triplicity, rules the 2" house of the lady's money from the 12" of 
affliction. The )'s ruler is 2 in the 8" house of her husband’s resources, 
ruled by ® that is squaring 2. 

These aspects and positions indicate that the lady's financial position 
is weak and she will not be successful in obtaining her husband's money. 

To this day the marriage has not dissolved, the couple having found a 
compromise. 


Essential Dignities 
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? Yis in ¥’s sign and triplicity; } is in $’s triplicity and face. 
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S PACO RABANNE'S prediction true or false? 

Paco Rabanne, the famous Parisian fashion designer’ and supposed 

clairvoyant, has written the French 1999 best seller The Fire From 

the Sky. In his book he claims that Russian's MIR space station (see 
end note) will crash into Chateau de Vincennes on August 11 1999, at 
the time of the solar eclipse, and destroy Paris and four other cities. He 
further backed his prediction publicly by vowing that “he will forever be 
silent and work on nothing but fashion” if he is wrong. This is a strong 
statement from a man who has written a trilogy on the fate of humanity 
and often expresses his concern for it. His assertions were widely 
commented in the media‘ and were taken seriously by some. 


Is Paco Rabanne's prediction true or false? 
8:50:39 AM UT, June 30 1999 
46N15, 6E05 


> He designs women’s dresses that are made of plastic, stainless steel, 
aluminum, etc., besides normal materials. He also produces a range of men’s 


toiletry goods. 
* Time Magazine of July 12, 1999, page 29, dedicated the article "The End is 
Nigh — Perhaps" to Paco Rabanne. 


ee 
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While it is obvious that $ signifies 
the querent, determining what represents 
the quesited requires a bit more thought. 
If the prediction were considered as a 
rumor clearly the ruler of the 3 house 
would represent this. But if the 
prediction is perceived as an utterance 
or statement made by someone specific 
who is clearly identifiable, then the planet ruling the 3™ house from the 
house signifying that person is the planet that should be taken into 
account. 

I believe the second alternative better represents the situation. Since 
the inquiry concerns another party, the 7" cusp becomes the ASC in H. 
Paco Rabanne is, therefore, represented by 4 in the 3" (turned chart) of 
news; a very apt symbolism for a bombastic prediction. 4 is conjunct the 
fixed star Mirach, of which Ebertin says: "....many sided interests, 
altruism, tendency to inspiration and mediumship as a base of artistic 
creation.” There can hardly be a more fitting description of Paco 
Rabanne. The confluence of all these elements indicates that the chart is 
radical and it is correct to consider the 3" house of the tuned chart and 
its ruler as representing Rabanne’s prediction. 

o rules the 3™ of the turned chart (Rabanne’s prediction). It is in the 
sign of its detriment and is being squared by the ). This is a strong 
indication for a negative answer. Lilly considers the ) important in 
determining whether a report, news, or intelligence is true or false.> 
While the ) in the 11" house (turned chart) could indicate a report to be 
true, in this chart it does not apply by sextile, trine or conjunction to the 
ASC's ruler, which is further confirmation that the prediction is untrue. 
In addition the ) is peregrine and in detriment, although its weakness is 
somewhat relieved by the mixed mutual reception with », also peregrine, 
the latter is not a great help in supporting a true answer. 

% is also square the ()’s and is exactly in the same degree. In a 
stronger chart this could indicate a fateful event but as » is in the turned 
3" this may simply be an excellent description of the depressing nature 
of the prediction. 

As the general significator of any 
report, ¥ should also be considered. It is 
peregrine (irrelevant beliefs) and exactly 
opposing the retrograde ¥. This 
configuration could be interpreted, given 
the context, as signifying an illusionary 
exercise rather than anything serious. The 
weakness of the ruler of the turned 


5 See William Lilly’s Christian Astrology (Regulus edition), page 192. 
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Ascendant, 4, cadent and afflicted by an opposition from o’, is a further 
indication that the prediction is inaccurate®. 

I therefore concluded that despite Paco Rabanne one can still stroll for 
a long time in the Champs Elises and enjoy all that goes with it. 
Subsequent events — or lack of them — have shown this interpretation to 
be correct. 


Essential Dignities 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 
[o) p) 4 g y ¢ 
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) in mixed mutual reception with » (sign & exaltation) 
) separates from 4% & applies to 0 o* 


Note: Paco Rabanne's prediction concerns only the MIR station, he thinks 
will crash on Paris on August 11, and not the Cassini orbiter that comes very 
close to the Earth (1,165 km) around August 13. MIR is a Soviet space station 
comprising several modules, the first of which was launched on February 20, 
1986. In subsequent years several additional modules were lofted into space to 
form what is today a large and complex structure, consisting of a laboratory, 
mainly for astrophysics work, living quarters for several astronauts, and a space 
factory producing materials that cannot be obtained under terrestrial conditions. 
Because of these characteristics other space agencies besides Russia’s made use 
of MIR, so that it became an important source of much needed hard currency for 
Russia; its operational life being stretched beyond what was originally intended. 
Now MIR has reached its operational limits and it is difficult to keep it 
performing efficiently. It is due to be destroyed early next year. 

The Cassini orbiter was launched in October 1997 for a rendezvous with 
Saturn in 2004. It is one of the most complex spacecraft ever built, equipped 
with a plutonium power source instead of the more conventional solar panels. 
To achieve the necessary speed to reach Saturn, it needs a boost from the Earth’s 
gravitational field, as it has already done using that of Venus and will do so 
again next year with Jupiter’s. This explains why the Cassini orbiter has to come 
comparatively close to the earth. The antinuclear activists are very concerned by 
this closeness with the Earth, due to the dangers they say are represented by the 
plutonium generators. Some astrologers are also worried as the solar eclipse date 
is so near the upcoming encounter of Cassini with the Earth. However, the 
above Horary concems only the MIR station and not the Cassini orbiter. & 


® Christian Astrology, p. 193. 
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Stellar Astrology 
& the Nostradamus Code’ 


MAURICE POULIN? 


F ALL ORACLES ancient and modern, the most popular in our 

day is probably Michel de Nostredame (1503-1566) or 

Nostradamus. Even in his lifetime printers waited avidly for his 

books, especially after the sensational Centuries, which ap- 
peared in a first version in 1555. The presses have not stopped since 
then. 

It should be remembered that in the 16" century Nostradamus was 
also famous for his work as a physician; among other things, his treat- 
ment for the plague was considered most effective. Moreover Nos- 
tradamus was a first-rate scholar, familiar not only with the standard 
Greek and Latin of the 16”-century professional but also with Hebrew, 
history, mathematics and astronomy. 

It is thanks to Nostradamus’s career in medicine that his almanac for 
the year 1566°was among the books bequeathed to McGill University by 
Sir William Osler, another great scholar-physician and a collector of rare 
medical books (and ipso facto of magical, alchemical and astrological 
books). 

The Almanac is rare indeed*; furthermore it seems to provide a num- 
ber of clues to the ever-obscure Centuries. I shall describe some of the 
relevant passages and discuss new approaches to decoding the Nostrad- 
amic record. 

Besides being rare the 1566 almanach is peculiar. On careful exami- 
nation it turns out to have little to do with 1566. For example it mentions 
an eclipse of the Moon that is to occur on 28" October, giving a plausible 


' Previously published in Considerations I: 2, 1984. 

2 Translated by Camille Pelland. 

3 Almanach pour l’An M.D.LXVI. avec ses amples significations & explica- 
tions, composé par Maistre Michel de Nostredame, Docteur en medicine, 
Conseiller et Medecin ordinaire du Roy ...Lyon: Anthoine Volant & Pierre Bro- 
tot, 1565. (Number 3509 in Bibliotheca Osleriana.) 

* The Peruvian collector Daniel Ruzo, reputed to have the largest collection of 
Nostradamus material in the world, claims to know of only one copy of this al- 
manac, in Naples. See Ruzo’s Le testament de Nostradamus, Montreal, Presses 
de la Cité, 1982. 
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time and degree (late at night, 15" degree of 8). But on the next page, on 
the subject of the same eclipse, it adds that “deep westerners” (profonds 
occidentaux) will see it at a different time and degree: 5:37 p.m. and 12° 
20’ 8. This is both confusing and startling.° 

Unfortunately researchers have too little original Nostradamus mate- 
tial at their disposal. What few manuscripts and authentic editions re- 
main are scattered around the world and have not been properly indexed. 
To make matters worse, a number of commentators have convinced 
thousands of readers that they have the final word. An egregious example 
is that of Jean-Charles de Fontbrune whose Nostradamus, historien et 
prophéte (Monaco: Editions du Rocher, 1980) sold more than a million 
copies in the French version alone. M. de Fontbrune has long been con- 
vinced that Nostradamus was not an astrologer. In his own words: 


... Other authors make him out to be an astrologer. Now nowhere 
does Nostradamus give himself this title. He calls himself an astro- 
phile, which is equivalent to the modern designation of astronomer... 
The only astrology Nostradamus mentions is / ‘astrologie judicielle 
(judicial astrology—so name in the epistle to his son Caesar) which 
consists essentially in the study of planctary movements and constel- 
lations without extrapolating therefrom any influence upon the story 
of mankind.® 


Such a statement might be passed by without comment were it not for 
Fontbrune’s enormous popularity. Let us offset it, therefore, with a few 
sentences from the Almanac: 


This opposition of the Sun to the Moon, the Sun being conjoined with 
Mercury, signifies according to Alcabitius that many great lords shall 
die: & a numerous body of those who possess domination, authority 
& absolute power shall give up their natural breath... 


The quadrature of Mars to Venus foretells of great fornications, adul- 
teries... 


The last quadrature of the Moon shall be the 13th day at 12h 6m of 
the afternoon, in 26 deg. 29 mm. of Sagittary, ascendant 11 deg. of 
the same. And it shall be cold & dry, tending somewhat towards 


> There is an eclipse of the Moon on 28th October at 5:37 p.m. UT — in 1985! 
Did Nostradamus foresee the longitude of the unbuilt Greenwich Observatory, 
and hence the basis of Universal Time? 

° From Fontbrune’s introduction to his father’s book on the Centuries. Max de 
Fontbrune, Ce que Nostradamus a vraiment dit. Paris: Stock, 1976. 

Fontbrune’s exegesis is groundless. Neither the examples in Littré, nor those 
in the Oxford English Dictionary, nor the entry in Cotgrave’s French-English 
dictionary of 1611, point to astrology “judicial” or “judicielle” as being anything 
other than horoscopy —Translator. 
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FIGVRA CAELT 

VERNA ANNO 

DOMINI 1566. 
MAKTIE 


D mM. 


. He i. 
C3 X. Vil, Vi. XXXIL 
P.M.AD POL. ALTI. 
4l- 43. 44. 45-46. 47. 
48.49. 50.5 ET 52. 


Horoscope from Nostradamus’ Almanach for 1566. 


mildness, but very often variable. 0 what fright seizes me at this mo- 
ment, when I must calculate this, and likewise expound the whole of 
it as the celestial bodies in the judicial signify it. For I see an infini- 
tude of crimes, great edicts & severe proclamations. 


So it is clear that “the celestial bodies in the judicial” are not mere ob- 
jects of scientific curiosity, but are warning us about the progress of 
earthly matters. 

As Ihave mentioned, however, what they tell us is not always related 
to 1566. Let us go back to Centuries to see what the true significance of 
the almanac might be. 

The Centuries are groups of one hundred verses each — hence “cen- 
turies”. Each verse is a quatrain of decasyllabic lines, and there are ten 
Centuries: the preoccupation with the number 10 is evident, and in the 
ideal scheme there ought to be 40,000 syllables. But the project was not 
so straightforward. 

The original edition (1555) contained the first three Centuries and 53 
quatrains of the fourth. There was also an epistle to his son Caesar. 
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There followed three more steps to completion. In 1558, Pierre Ri- 
gaud of Lyons published another edition that now had six complete Cen- 
turies and 42 quatrains of the seventh. In 1566 the same printer brought 
out an edition with ten Centuries; however, the seventh still had only 42 
quatrains. Also, an epistle to King Henry Il of France was added to the 
first one intended for Caesar. Finally a collected edition containing the 
942 quatrains and the two epistles was printed by Benoist Rigaud in 
1568; there are minor variants and corrections. It is this edition which 
most probably represents Nostradamus’s final wishes, and on which we 
ought to rely. 

The Centuries are deliberately opaque, so that many quatrains offer 
either no meaning at all or else a number of fanciful interpretations. Now 
in his epistle to his son, Nostradamus suggests that he has provided us 
with a key to all this: 


And a thousand other accidents will come...as 1 have more fully and 
at large set forth in my other Prophecies, which are drawn out at 
length, in soluta oratione [i.e. in prose]; and in which I designate the 
localities, times and terms prefixed... 


Commentators have assumed that this prose key is lost, or that it is 
hidden in the epistle to Henry II. It appears, however, that the 1566 Al- 
manac offers at least part of the solution provided we consider that: 


1, The data in the Almanac is not labeled with a convenient time 
and place, but must be identified by astronomical research. 

2. Nostradamus was a stellar astrologer, by which I mean that he 
always took full account of the fixed stars and constellations 
(without necessarily following a rigorous system of “sidereal” 
signs of the Zodiac). 

3. Nostradamus was also, of course, a clairvoyant and a poet. 


The final key to each prophecy is thus often available to those who 
will make an intuitive leap. But if there is an astronomical aspect to a 
particular quatrain — for example, if it contains a mythological allusion 
that turns out to be a stellar or planetary allusion after all — then the in- 
tuitive solution will involve a very precise celestial pattern. 
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quatrain of the first Century (or I, 51 — we shall henceforth iden- 


| ET US proceed to a couple of examples. The following is the 51st 
tify quatrains by a Roman and an Arabic number): 


1,51 


Chef d’Aries, Jupiter & Saturne, 

Dieu eternel quelles mutations ! 

Puis par long siecle son maling temps retourne, 
Gaule et Italie, quelles esmotions! 


Head of Aries, Jupiter and Saturn, 

God eternal, what transformations! 

A long century then its baleful time returns, 
France and Italy, what agitations! 


Chef d'Aries” has been interpreted as “military chief”, but chef has 
the primary sense of “head”. We may therefore read “the Head of Aries” 
or “the Rain’s Head” —that is to say, the star a-Arietis or Hamal. Vivian 
Robson calls this star “the Death Wound”; for my part I believe it has a 
simple psychological meaning — action undertaken at all costs to satisfy 
material desires. It is the ram in rut. 


7 | have preferred to follow the Bareste edition for chef, rather than chefs. 
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We shall now look for a conjunction of 4 and » with Hamal. Of 
course a triple conjunction at null orbs is virtually impossible, but the 
aspect should be so close that it cannot be confused with any similar con- 
figuration. In his letter to Henry II, Nostradamus states that he makes no 
“amphibological calculations”: in simple terms, the phenomena he men- 
tions are unique and unambiguous. 

The day we are looking for can only be 22™ April 1881. On that date 
the 4 & ) becomes exact in right ascension around 2:15 UT, only 36 are 
minutes from the right ascension of Hamal. It can be verified that there is 
no closer conjunction from 1555 to the present, and at least for an 
equally long period beyond the 20th century. 

Wherever Nostradamus alludes to fixed stars, the coordinate system 
seems to be equatorial rather than ecliptic. In 1881 the ecliptic conjunc- 
tion of 4 and » is 4°23’ from the longitude of Hamal: there is actually a 
closer ecliptic conjunction in 1941 (15" February) only 2°17’ from the 
star. Neither of these two ecliptic aspects is as close as the equatorial 
conjunction we have just mentioned. 

What happened in the Spring of 1881? It was the beginning of a great 
wave of colonizing activity by the French, English and minor powers, 
especially in Africa. Trading counters on the African coast became full- 
blown colonies or protectorates with great regularity in the next two or 
three years. 

On 12th May 1881 the Treaty of Bardo permitted the establishment of 
the French protectorate in Tunis. This caused other European states to 
look to their interests in the Mediterranean: French-Italian relations be- 
came especially tense — "Gaule at Italic, quelles esmotions!” In the fol- 
lowing year the Engliish occupied Egypt and the Italians founded what 
was to become Eritrea.. In 1883 to 1885 the following colonies were 
started or legitimized: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo Free State, Somaliland, 
British East Africa and German East Africa. 

Briefly, we may synthesize this period by referring to the conjunction 
that ushered it in: Hamal, aggresive action; 4, expansion, », sultans and 
beys constrained to accept political trusteeship, or simply to fall. 

A rare circumstance about 1881 is that two chiefs of state of major 
powers were assassinated during the year: President Garfield of the 
United States and Czar Alexander II of Russia. 

Now in the third line of the quatrain Nostradamus tells of the return of 
a malign influence after a hundred years. Par long siecle — we have 
been through a long century indeed! It is relevant to recall the tradition 
that says that a 4-¥ conjunction, if it occurs in the early part of a fire 
constellation, has effects lasting from 200 to 240 years at least®. 


® See W. E. Peuckert, L 'Astrologie. Paris: Payot, 1965. pp. 155-156 & 190-191. 
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Figure 1 shows the equatorial 4 ¢ * of 12" April 1881, at 14:13 UT 
approximately, for Rome 41N52 12E37. The signs indicated are not 
zodiacal but equatorial: 0 to 30 degrees of R. A. is T, etc. House cusps 
are equally spaced meridians based on cusp X being the RAMC. 

According to the quatrain, then, there should be a sort of “boomer- 
ang” effect in 1981 related to what went on exactly one century earlier. 
Two events stand out, occurring almost to the day 100 years after the 
Treaty of Barda. On 10th May 1981 Francois Mitterand became the first 
socialist President of France by popular election, and the first to preside 
over a freely elected socialist government anywhere on the Continent 
that was not a loose “Front”. On 13th May, Pope John Paul II was shot 
by a Turkish fanatic and escaped with his life thanks to dangerous sur- 
gery. “France and Italy, what agitations!” ° 

The bullet that severed the Pope’s intestine was really aimed at the 
gut of old Europe. Mehmet Ali Agca, the young terrorist who pulled the 
trigger, belonged to a right-wing secret society which seeks to rebuild the 
Ottoman Empire and eventually to create a Turkish world state. Interest- 
ingly, one of the main effects of the 1880’s colonial rush had been Egypt 
passing definitely from Ottoman to British hands (the final gesture was 
made in 1882, when the British army occupied Cairo). When we con- 
sider how different history would have been if the other side — the Ger- 
mans, Austrians and Turks — had controlled Suez in 1914 (remember 
Lawrence of Arabia and all that?) it becomes apparent that this was the 
nail that sealed the coffin on the greater Turkish state. More interesting 
yet: during the crisis of 1880-1882 that led to the British takeover of 
Egypt’s government, it was France and Italy who refused to join in an 
international solution to the problem. 

It is still too early to be sure that our interpretation of 1,51 is correct. 
But because of the timing of Mitterand’s election, because his domestic 
program seems to be faltering and because France is still willy-nilly in- 
volved in Africa and the Near East up to its neck, we should expect a 
major crisis in that country in 1985 (echoing the fall of the French pre- 
mier Jules Ferry in 1885 over colonial issues). 

On the Italian side, if the attempt on the Pope’s life is indicative, there 
may be a change in the status of the Vatican City or an attack on the Pa- 
pacy: the Lateran Treaty of 11th February 1929, which recognizes the 
Pope’s sovereignty in the Vatican, has its 4 within 13’ of Hamal in right 
ascension. P is still opposed to this point in 1984. 

Looking back on the intervening years it is noteworthy that on the day 
German troops first entered France in World War Il, 12" May 1940, + 


° Around the same time the Italian government resigned not because of a politi- 

cal defeat but because of a threatened scandal involving a mysterious Masonic 

lodge — just the sort of crisis Nostradamus would have understood. 
—Translator. 
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and % again stood near Hamal. The two planets were not close enough to 
make a true conjunction in longitude, but their midpoint was within 13’ 
of the star in right ascension. 


HE SENSIBLE way to study the following quatrain is to look 
first of all for the date provided by the last line. There has been 
blood and fire in France, but obviously three planets cannot meet 


there. 
TX, 55 


L’horrible guerre qu’en l’Occident s’appreste, 
L’an ensuivant viendra la pestilence 

Si fort horrible, que jeune, vieux ne beste, 
Sang, feu, Mercure, Mars, Jupiter en France. 


The horrible war being prepared in the Occident, 

The year after will come pestilence 

So greatly horrible, that neither young, old nor beast — 
Blood, fire, Mercury, Mars, Jupiter in France. 


Now tradition has long assigned Tl to Paris and Q to the whole of 
France.'” We may therefore take the last line to mean that there shall be 
simultaneously warfare in France; and §, o* and 4 in 2. The only candi- 
date seems to be the end of July 1944. This was, of course, in the middle 
of the Allied campaign to liberate France. 4 was already in the constella- 
tion of Q when ¢ joined it on 21" June, followed by $ on 20" July.’ 
Strangely enough this was also the day of a solar eclipse. 

This pattern lasted until around 30" July, with the ) intruding in the 
constellation between the 21 and 23. The period from the 25" to the 
30" saw some of the fiercest fighting of the campaign, around 
Avranches. 

The first three lines are not related to the last one by regular syntax. 
Nevertheless it is easy to see that the above-mentioned planetary picture 
is followed, a year later, by “horrible” war. The redundant adjective, 
used twice in the same quatrain, is unusual in a writer whose style is ex- 
tremely elliptical and lapidary. 

Alongside this atypical repetition is another anomaly. As a doctor 
who dealt competently with pestilence, Nostradamus would have known 


'0 Such is the tradition as reported by Alan Leo, although France has been asso- 
ciated with different signs. Ptolemy gave Gaul proper to T and Cisalpine Gaul, 
ie. northern Italy, to Q. In any case the battle of Avranches took place in the old 
duchy of Normandy, whose symbol has always been the lion —Translator. 

'' 8 would still be in the sidereal sign of & on 20" July. However, Mr. Poulin 
places planets in the irregular background of the stellar beasts and personages, 
not in a rigid system of signs of equal width —Translator. 
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that plagues from which no beast escapes are unusual — if indeed he had 
ever heard of such a plague. 

Considering these clues, and considering that after all there was no 
plague following World War II, we can only conclude that the “horrible 
war” attended by “pestilence so greatly horrible” occurring one year after 
the Avranches breakthrough is the atomic war unleashed on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki on 6th and 9th August 1945 — a war which had indeed 
been prepared “in the Occident”, in North America. 


O CONCLUDE I wish to offer a speculative interpretation. The 
1566 Almanac contains the following passage: 


And by this quadrature of the Sun to Mars, the Sun in Pisces, Mars 
in Gemini, is indicated some great and happy fortune: a great action 
shall take place by sea & by land, but especially by sea on behalf of 
the highest temperal Roman monarch, who is revealed to be Emperor, 
& to cause the great defeat of the barbaric nation, with the great cast- 
ing down of their reign through Christian victory. The highest Chris- 
tian with the grand accord of his blood relatives & royal alliance shall 
occultly meet in a mighty deliberation of the utmost importance, with 
little said, whose effect & enterprise shall afterwards bear fruit so 
happily, that all the barbaric designs shall be broken, put to naught, & 
frustrated... 


There is no room here to review all the clues Nostradamus has left 
about this Grand Monarch. Briefly, he is a distant relative of the French 
kings and will be given the title of “Christian Emperor of the World” 
long before the close of the 20th century. The “Roman” may mean sim- 
ply that he will be of Latin culture, or that he is in some way the heir of 
the Holy Roman Empire. Furthermore I think that the action referred to 
takes place on 13th April 1993, when the © in the constellation 1 
squares 0, who is conjunct #-Geminorum, the star that is also known as 
Hercules. 

Consider this quatrain: 

X, 79 


Les vieux chemins seront tous embellis, 
L’on passera a Memphis somentree: 

Le Grand Mercure d’Hercules fleur de lys, 
Faisant trembler terre, mer & contrees. 


2 


The old roads shall all be made pretty, 


”? ‘This line is virtually impossible to translate. Somentré might be related to 
subintratus, “entered by stealth”, but this interpretation is debatable. It does not 
help that Nostradamus sometimes used anagrams and that his printers made 
misprints —Translator. 
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Memphis shall be reached, entered by stealth: 
The great Mercury of Hercules, flower-de-luce, 
Causing earth, sea and countries to quake. 


The first two lines allude to the Grand Monarch’s triumph over Mem- 
phis, the ancient capital of Ancient Egypt. but while signifying Egypt, 
Memphis is also a pun on mem, “water” (the thirteenth letter of the He- 
brew alphabet) which refers to the “great action...by sea” of the prose 
passage. 

The flower-de-luce or heraldic lily of France needs no comment. 

“Great Mercury of Hercules” is an example of the many-branched 
connotations of words common to oracular speech and great poetry. 
“Great Mercury” is an alternate name for the Celtic god of eloquence, 
prophecy and war, Ogmios or Ogmion, mentioned in other quatrains. 
Ogmios was considered as having the nature of both ¥ and Hercules. 
(English readers will know him better as Qgma, who gave the Ogham 
alphabet to the ancient Britons. Translator.) But $-Hercules is also the 
star Hercules belonging to the Mercurial constellation, that is f- 
Geminorum (as opposed to the constellation called Hercules). It thus 
seems highly probable that X, 79 and the passage from the Almanac are 
related: both refer to a victorious Gaulish figure, water, triumph over a 
non-Christian power, and Hercules. The © 0 o* of 13" April 1993 — 
provided we place it in its stellar setting — ties all these elements to- 
gether. 

Regardless of what one thinks of the Centuries, it is important to real- 
ize that they provide concrete indications that can be tested; this is espe- 
cially so when they depend on planetary positions whose cycles are per- 
fectly well known ands therefore above any matter of opinion. There are 
a number of astrological quatrains besides those I have dealt with here, 
but there is no space for me to elaborate on them at this time. My own 
opinion of Nostradamus is formed: he was a great astrologer-seer whose 
learning and skill we can admire and even imitate. 
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DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


The myth does not exist that is not the ever-renewed revelation 
of a reality which so imbues a being that he makes his behavior conform 
to it. Short of this, it slowly hardens into a story 
which will become cold one day. 
Maurice Leenhardt 


The stuff of what we call history grew in a dream, was remembered, took 
shape in the intellect, and was born in action. 
Kenelm Burridge 


N THE EVENING of 9" September 1919 the Resident Mag- 

istrate in Papua, New Guinea, received some rather disturb- 

ing news. Someone — a Christian convert? a plantation 

manager? — informed him that the Elema people of the 

Vailala region were expecting a large vessel to appear any 
day now, which would return the spirits of their departed relatives along 
with ample quantities of European goods. At the same time the white 
men were to be driven away so that everything once again would be in 
the hands of the local people.' The Magistrate also learned that many of 
those who were preparing for the ship’s arrival were subject to a kind of 
possession state they called head-he-go-round. In the throes of this con- 
dition they would totter about, jabbering, swaying and gesticulating. 
Some claimed that the seat of the possession state lay in the stomach, and 
they spoke of the onset of trance inspiration as belly-he-think. 


A government anthropologist was duly dispatched to the Vailala re- 
gion. Among other marvels he found that some Elema villages were 
practicing a form of collective divination using “a pole of considerable 
length and weight, with a knob at one extremity which usually shows 
that the pole has been used in the manner of a battering-ram.” These 
poles were shouldered by a number of men together. Falling under its 


' Cochrane, G. Big Men &Cargo Cults. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1970. 53-55 
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power, they would automatically move like a giant ouija device in the 
direction of a person suspected of wrongdoing. If a confession were not 
forthcoming, the divining squad might then proceed to stave in the sus- 
pect’s house. When not in use these divination poles were kept out of 
sight of Europeans on the premises of the cult temiple. 

This anthropologist, who was devoted to the preservation of tribal 
custom, expressed alarm at the destructive bent of the cult, which he 
promptly dubbed “the Vailala madness.” In many villages all the masks 
and ritual paraphernalia connected with the pre-Christian religion had 
been destroyed, while the rituals themselves were banned. In their place 
the men preferred to set up tables around which they sat in the European 
manner, dressed in their best, leaving the women and children to sit on 
the ground. In some cases the celebrants were awaiting the return of their 
ancestors in the form of white men. The story was told of a youth who 
encountered a white man in the bush. Recognizing each other as formerly 
father and son, they sat down together and wept. Finally the older man 
got up and cut some bananas for his erstwhile son. Thereupon he disap- 
peared. 

Originating with the prophetic vision of an old man named Evara, the 
Madness spread like wildfire through the efforts of Evara’s disciples. 
The emerging organization strove to discipline the unruly converts 
through the agency of its “bosses”, who made the people fall in and sa- 
lute them, whereupon they preached anti-white doctrines. By 1923, how- 
ever, the early, wild phase had passed and a number of villages were 
again reviving the ancient ceremonies. Around 1931 the movement at 
last sputtered out. 

The Vailala Madness is perhaps the most famous example of the 
Melanesian cargo cult, but it is by no means an isolated case. In less than 
a century there have been hundreds of other similar occurrences reported 
from this region — all foreseeing the imminent departure of the whites, 
along with the return of the dead and the miraculous provisioning of 
goods. The strong, anti-white assertions of cargo doctrine inevitably 
drew the attention of colonial administrators, who were concerned for the 
stability of the plantation labor force. In many cases they took stern 
measures to suppress cargo activities, but no sooner would one outbreak 
be contained than another would spring up elsewhere. Even today in 
Melanesia there are recurrent bouts of cargo enthusiasm. 


OR ANTHROPOLOGISTS the florescence of cult activity be- 
came a matter of great interest, for in the most dramatic and 
even bizarre way these movements revealed something about 
the social and cultural turbulence wrought by European coloni- 
alism in the Pacific. However, with the widening of the scope of inquiry 
these obscure upheavals came to be viewed as but a regional manifesta- 
tion of the universal urge to revitalize cultures in crisis. These Melane- 
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sian cultists after all shared something in common with Christ, Muham- 
mad and Joan of Are, in that they were making a “deliberate, organized, 
conscious effort... to construct a more satisfying culture.”” Like the more 
familiar examples from the Judaic tradition, these movements often 
originated in the visionary experience of a single individual, who then 
attempted to inspire the collective to undertake wholesale cultural trans- 
formations. If the process looks odd to our eyes, there is no reason why it 
should not inspire the mind. 

Known to anthropologists as revitalization movements, collective ef- 
forts as diverse as the cargo cult and primitive Christianity can be use- 
fully understood as moving through five developmental stages.” 

In the first stage, the steady state, the needs of the population are sat- 
isfied adequately by existing, time-honored methods. Change may take 
place either slowly or rapidly in the steady state, as long as the total sys- 
tem itself is not endangered. A flood, for example, may force the aban- 
donment of an entire settlement; nevertheless, when the water subsides, 
the settlement is likely to be reconstructed along the same lines as before, 
even though it may not be on the same site. The cultural map for such 
things in other words remains intact. 

Certain other conditions, however, may produce stress that the culture 
is unable to accommodate or neutralize. Often this is the result of colo- 
nial exploitation, but economic distress, defeat in war, or epidemics may 
also be responsible. During this period of increased individual stress 
some people will reach the point of considering alternative cultural solu- 
tions to their needs. This, however, is itself likely to increase stress, be- 
cause the substitute form has not yet been tried and proven effective. The 
whole situation is fraught with anxiety, but no clear way out is seen. 

If the stress-producing conditions continue unchecked, the society 
may then enter a period of cultural distortion marked by hyper-rigid or 
regressive behavior. Alcoholism, extreme passivity, intra-group violence, 
states of depression and psychosomatic disorder may all make their ap- 
pearance at this point. Because the culture is now internally disordered, 
the level of stress remains high, regardless of whether the external threat 
is lessened or not. If this drift into distortion continues, the culture may 
well disintegrate, with its population being absorbed by another unit that 
is indifferent to its customs. 

On the other hand, this downward spiral may be counteracted by the 
upsurge of a revitalization movement. The essential factor here is that 
someone, under extreme stress, is able in a moment of inspiration to re- 
structure or recombine elements of the old system with those of the new 
in a way that is widely satisfying. Very often these moments of cultural 


? Wallace, A. F. C. “Revitalization Movements” American Anthropologist, 
1956. 265. 
* Ibid. 264-281. 
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recombination are experienced as a prophetic vision, in which a super- 
natural being appears to explain the origin of the present trouble, and to 
promise that individual and collective redemption will follow if certain 
precepts are obeyed. 

Prophetic visions differ altogether from ordinary dream consciousness 
in that: 

They often occur during a waking state as 
hallucinatory experiences, or in an ecstatic trance 
rather than in normal sleep; they impress the 
dreamer immediately as being meaningful and 
important; the manifest content is often in large part 
rational and well considered intellectual argument 
and cogent moral exhortation; and recollection of 
them is in unusually rich detail.’ 

Most important of all, the prophetic experience 
results in a positive therapeutic transformation of 
the prophet, who then issues upon a period of 
evangelization during which the visionary message 
is communicated to the people. Frequently this 

phase is accompanied by miracles and mass healing phenomena that at- 
test to the prophet's s authenticity. 

Prophets in the course of their mission are likely to attract a small 
cluster of select converts, or disciples, who form a campaign structure to 
further disseminate the good word. Imperceptibly the new doctrine is 
reworked to appease special interest groups and adapt to local circum- 
stances. Assuming the disciples are successful in their work of exhorta- 
tion and compromise, there will follow a pronounced reduction in per- 
sonal deterioration, while extensive cultural changes and an organized 
program of group action will emerge. In time the personal charisma of 
the leader is routinized in the offices of the organization. As a new steady 
state consolidates, the revitalization movement takes on the form of a 
church. 

Wallace’s attempt to link visionary events with collective suffering, so 
deeply rooted in sociological tradition, so workable in its simple periodi- 
zation, has nevertheless been found wanting on several grounds. For one 
thing, anthropologists have not been able to define, except with hind- 
sight, what constitutes it the critical “period of cultural distortion.” 
Clearly there are cultures in extremis today that show no signs of prophe- 
tism, no movement towards visionary re-integration. Does this imply that 
they have not yet suffered enough, that they are not yet ripe for transfor- 
mation? This being rather too callous a view, some anthropologists have 
chosen to subjectivize what is meant by “distortion”, making that a mat- 
ter of the native’s own view instead of an interpretation imposed from 
outside. To this end David Aberle has proposed the term “relative depri- 


* Ibid. 271. 
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vation”, which he defines as ‘‘a negative discrepancy between legitimate 
expectation and actuality, or between legitimate expectation and antici- 
pated actuality, or both."” Here Aberle is laying stress on the way reality 
is actually perceived by the culture itself.° 

But even with refinements such as this few students of revitalization 
would care to assert more than that certain general conditions are associ- 
ated with the visionary event. Nor have they found it possible to relate 
the context of a people’s deprivation to the specific content of the revi- 
talization movement arising from it.’ Also, among anthropologists there 
has been a widespread uneasiness about putting too much stress on the 
prophet as a Great Man, who in the splendid isolation of a visionary sei- 
zure innovates a whole new cultural paradigm. It is doubtful in fact 
whether such things ever just 
spring from someone’s brow; + 
and in any event it goes against = 
the social scientist’s grain to so “| "™" 
polarize society and _ the 
individual that they become 
virtually separate systems. eh 

For all these reasons the study 
of revitalization movements * 
currently has fallen into 
“theoretical doldrums.” Is there 
anything that astrology might do 
to help freshen the wind? 

For those versed in planetary ‘ i - be . 
symbolism Wallace’s five-stage Fig. The Revitalization Process 
model offers itself for immediate #84" Astrological Function. 
translation. Let us suppose that cul- 
tural dynamics in the steady state mostly oscillate between manageable 
phases of expansion and contraction, and that within this range the cul- 
ture is on accustomed ground. Astrologically we can take this to mean 
that the culture is acknowledging certain limits imposed by the visible 
planets, 4 and 4. However, there is always the possibility that extrinsic 
impacts may exceed the ability of the culture to accommodate them. At 
this point it moves into unknown territory; in other words it is now in the 
realm of the outer planets. 


5 Aberle, D. The Peyote Religion among the Navaho. Chicago: Aldine, 1966. 

© See also Adas, M. Prophets of Religion. Chapel Hill: The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1979. iS 

” Fernandez, J. W. “African Religious Movements” Annual Review of Anthro- 
pology 7: 1978. LaBarre, W. “Materials for a History of Studies of Crisis Cults: 
A Bibliographic Essay” Current Anthropology 12: 1971. 3-44. 

* MacGaffey, W. Modern Kongo Prophets. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press. 1983: 6. 
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During stages 2 and 3, in the throes of the downward spiral, the nega- 
tive side of the outer planets is made manifest. Accordingly, in the period 
of increased individual stress there is a growing feeling that things do not 
fit together, that instead they are jarring and out of whack. People experi- 
ence cognitive dissonance. Obscurely they feel the need to break with the 
old patterns, yet lack the means to do so. All this is very much in the 
mood of negative X, which victimizes through perceptions of weirdness 
and disjointedness, without spurring creativity. This stage may then give 
way to one characterized by passivity, alcoholism and prolonged depres- 
sion, which resonates with ¥ in its negative mood. Finally the culture is 
threatened with disintegration, with granulation. Here the dark endpoint 
of B ensues. 

In its second and third stages Wallace’s model corresponds in other 
words to the involutionary cones of , ¥ and P in the sequence of their 
heliocentric orbits. If, though, a revitalization impulse occurs before the 
Plutonian nadir, this is as much as to reverse the sequence, the negative 
miraculously becoming positive. First, in a Uranian burst of revelation 
the prophet-to-be suddenly realizes that the situation can be changed for 
the better. As the vision proceeds, the witness then moves onto the Nep- 
tunian plane, where a personal identification is made with certain potent 
mythic images, which will later catalyze collective transformation. Em- 
powered next by P, and now a prophet as such, the person becomes a 
channel for spontaneous healing and mass mobilization. But sooner or 
later, as the movement acquires a recognizable form, its planetary ruler- 
ship slides back towards } and %. Once again it has restabilized in an 
everyday round, 

Of course, by itself any point-by-point correspondence between vi- 
sionary dynamics and planetary sequence is purely schematic (sce Fig.1); 
however, it does raise the possibility that collective revitalization might 
be interpreted according to a set of astrological signatures, where one or 
more of the outer planets is strongly in focus. And from this could we not 
predict when in future times the impulse might again crest? 

But to glimpse how this might work in practice we shall have to re- 
turn to Papua, to that evening in 1919, when the Magistrate first heard of 

the unsettled situation in the Vailala region. 

We shall assume that it is around 8 pm, and 

that the Magistrate is relaxing. Perhaps he is 
= even drinking gin. Could there be a ceiling 
fan turning slowly? Now someone has come 
to the door with unexpected news. Let us 
cast a chart for that moment. 

We notice first that the ) is in separating 
conjunction with ) and that it more recently 
opposed *. $ furthermore closely opposes 
and has moved to within 3° of conjoining ». 


tio} 
1 
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Here we have a picture of the communicative event itself, for undoubt- 
edly the Magistrate will come very much to the alert and devote some 
hours of serious thought as to how the outbreak might best be circum- 
scribed. The object of his concern, however, is revealed in another con- 
figuration. Closely conjunct in {2 are three planets: o’, 4 and ¥. o” has 
already contacted 4 and ¥ a few days before. Two weeks later 4 will 
conjoin ¥. It did this last in May of 1907, twelve years before, with o” 
loosely opposed. Unlike aspects from $ or the ), this last event is thus 
relatively rare; as such it can be regarded as having collective signifi- 
cance. 


The Vailala Madness 
Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
The Resident Magistrate learns Previous 
of the Vailala Madness ‘ot 
8 pm GST 11:47 am GMT 
9" September 1919 22™ May 1917 


Kerema, Papua 
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About 4- combinations Reinhold Ebertin notes under “psychologi- 
cal correspondences’’: 


+  Anabundance or richness of feeling or emotional expression, an ac- 
tive and intense imagination, idealism, the enjoyment of molding or 
shaping things, art, music, an interest in metaphysical and religious prob- 
lems, a great love of humanity. The ability to give love to those who are 
in need of it, instability in material things, generosity overdone. 


— Impressionability, a person easily seduced, dreaminess, a conflict be- 
tween the ideal visualized and the very different reality, the inclination to 
revel or to idolize, a person who is constantly misunderstood by others, 
an inclination to speculation and wastefulness. 


And further, under “sociological correspondences” he notes: “Vision- 
aries, dreamers, mystics, hypocrites, speculators.” 

Apart from its arbitrary “plus and minus” inventory, Ebertin’s blend 
of the two planets provides a fair description of the prophetic individual 
or of the visionary moment itself. However, as far as the events on the 
Vailala are concerned, we must also factor in o’. Relatively rapid in its 
angular velocity, o* has evidently served as the trigger of the \o¢ ¥ ripen- 
ing in deeper space. Lending the other two planets a measure of mili- 
tancy, it also threatens them with frenzy and mindless zeal. In fact this 
popular upsurge will dissipate its redemptive potential in a welter of 
witchcraft accusations, in neurasthenia and in the destruction of relics. 
Perhaps, given the overwhelming imperial presence, there was no other 
way. 

From the vantage point of the planetary system a flicker in Papua 
bursts vividly into flame. We view it with fresh eyes. We who have also 
passed through 4-¥ episodes can appreciate, if sheepishly, the utopian- 
ism of the Elema. Yet it is hardly possible to go much further than that. 
Lacking any knowledge of Evara as a person, lacking any sense of when 
his prophetic activity peaked, we are unable to gain much astrological 
insight into his mission, beyond the fact that it coincided with a rare 
though appropriate planetary configuration. Under this particular influ- 
ence Evara succeeded briefly in translating his culture’s pent- ip aspira- 
tions “from emotionalized mental activity to physical activity.”"° If noth- 
ing else, his example encourages us to look further. It inspires us to won- 
der if there are other such configurations linked with prophetic expres- 
sion and collective revitalization. 


° Ebertin, R. The Combination of Stellar Influences. Aalen: Ebertin-Verlag. 
1972: 164. 

© Burridge, K. Mambu: a Melanesian Millenium. New York: Harper 
Torchbook, 1960: 149. 
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HE ACTIVITIES of the prophet named Mambu took place 

during a three-month period from late 1937 to March of 1938 

in the Madang District of New Guinea’s north coast. From the 

sketchy account left to us it is again virtually impossible to get 
a personal sense of the man. We know only that he was about thirty years 
of age when he began his mission, and that for a number of years previ- 
ous he had worked as a contract laborer in Rabaul, New Britain. 
Mambu’s chronicler, the Reverend Georg Hdltker,"' was inclined to treat 
him unsympathetically as a common agitator, as someone best dealt with 
by the police; yet it is from his account alone that we must try to catch a 
glimpse of an innovative spirit struggling to mobilize a tribal people 
against colonial rule. 

Mambu began to attract European attention “one Sunday towards the 
end of 1937,”” about a year after he had returned from Rabaul. That 
morning Mambu went to the mission church in Bogia much earlier than 
usual. Here he went about preparing the church for Mass. The missionary 
sister, who ordinarily performed this duty, encountered him at work 
around 5 o’clock, but neither person said anything. When the Mass itself 
commenced, Mambu left. 

Afterwards, the priest sent for Mambu to inquire what he was about, 
but Mambu would reveal nothing. Then, in the course of their meeting, 
the Angelus bell sounded. While a devout Catholic will normally stand 
and repeat the Angelus prayer with bowed head, Mambu instead fell 
straight to his knees, praying fervently. At the end of the prayer he took 
his leave. 

A few days later one of the missionary sisters awoke in the middle of 
the night to find a native bending over her, clutching at her hands. Before 
she could cry out, he slipped away in the darkness. Although they 
couldn’t be certain, those at the mission presumed the intruder to be 
Mambu. Whatever the truth of the matter, Mambu immediately after- 
wards began preaching in his native village, which was close to Bogia. 
When his message fell on deaf ears there, he went inland, moving 
amongst the settlements of the Tangu people. There he set about collect- 
ing a “head tax”, which he said should be given to him rather than the 
administration. The resident missionary however recovered the money 
and returned it to the donors. 

Ordered to leave the Tangu region, Mambu retired into the hinterland 
where he began preaching in earnest. He told the people that a new era 
was at hand in which they would be free from European exploitation. 
Even now their ancestors were busy inside the volcano of a nearby is- 


" Héltker, Rev. G. “Die Mambu-Bewegung in Neuguinea: ein Beitrag zum 
Prophetentum in Melanesien.” Annali Lateranensi V: 1941. 181-219. 
" Idem. 183. 
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land, manufacturing all manner of goods for their needy descendents. 
Much cargo in fact had already been dispatched, but the white men had 
intercepted it for their own use. Consequently the native people had to 
retrieve what was rightfully theirs by use of force. In time a huge harbor 
would open in front of Mambu’s house and thence the cargo would be 
brought from the volcano by ship. When the ship arrived all work should 
cease and every possession be destroyed, in order not to anger the ances- 
tors. 

Again Mambu demanded that the head 
tax should be given directly to him. Also he 
urged the natives not to work on the roads 
or to act as porters. They should avoid 
churches and schools as well, lest they be 
consumed in flames when the ancestors 
returned. 

Mambu instituted a syncretistic form of 
baptism and had special temples built, 
topped by a cross and a red flag. He made a 
virtue of celibacy, which was a novel idea 
in New Guinea; and he encouraged his 
converts to wear European clothing. 
Claiming invulnerability, he called himself the “Black King.” 

Although Mambu’s doctrine was compounded of both Christian and 
native elements, it was all too clearly “anti-white, anti-mission and anti- 
Government in its general content.”"? Of course the storekeepers were 
delighted by the amount of money being spent on European clothes; but 
the missionaries were troubled by the loss of their congregations, while 
the Government was plainly alarmed by the militancy of the movement 
and by the rapidity with which it spread through the district. Finally, in 
March of 1938 Mambu was imprisoned in Bogia, and then taken in 
chains down the coast to Madang. In his absence the movement quickly 
collapsed and by June of that same year things were judged returned to 
normal. Nothing is known of Mambu’s fate, since the Government re- 
cords were destroyed during the Japanese occupation. But as late as 1952 
highly embellished accounts were circulating in the Bogia region con- 
cerning Mambu’s exploits as a culture hero and a performer of miracles. 
In the realm of the myth-dream he had achieved immortality. 

Mambu succeeded as a prophet only because he forthrightly articu- 
lated certain popular aspirations. In the Melanesian context, however, 
these were not likely to take an otherworldly bent. The ethnography of 
the area in fact “creates an impression of peoples moved by an intense 


© Worsley, F. The Trumpet Shall Sound. New York: Schocken Books, 1968: 
105 
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desire for material wealth, its symbols, and the benefits of possession.”'* 
When the colonialists refused to recognize the local terms of trade, this 
whole edifice of materialistic values was abruptly put at risk. Thus if any 
transcendental yearnings were felt at all, these were apt to take the form 
of commodity millennialism,'® whereby supernatural command was 
sought over a profusion of otherwise unattainable goods. In short, we 
should not expect to reduce Melanesian religion purely to a ¥-¥ relation- 
ship. In this cultural idiom we might expect a more sensate form of ex- 
pression. 


Mambu 
Inner Chart Outer Chart 
Mambu’s Awakening Previous ¥ #2 
04:45 am LST 7:23 pm GMT 
19" December 1937 15" October 1925 


Bogia, New Guinea 


“ Stanner, W. E. H. “On the Interpretation of Cargo Cults” Oceania XXIX, 
1958: 16. 


'S Wilson, B. Magic & the Millenium. New York: Harper & Row, 1973: 312. 
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How then is an astrologer to make sense of the work of Mambu? 

Lacking a birth year, let alone a birth time, we cannot appreciate his 
mission on the basis of key transits. An alternative approach would be to 
erect a chart for the time when Mambu assumed the prophet’s mantle, 
making that the generative pattern for the movement that followed. Yet 
we cannot be sure of the actual Sunday on which Mambu’s personal up- 
heaval began; we only know that something distinctly odd was taking 
place before 5 o’clock in the morning. We also know that a few days 
later Mambu was probably involved in a strange encounter with a nun in 
the dark of the night. 

In this latter incident we can sense a confusion between carnal 
and spiritual love, between the principles of $ and its overtone, ¥. Glane- 
ing over the mid-week positions of these two planets for December 1937, 
we find a precise quadrature forming between them on the 23" day, just 
as ¥ was making station. This is suggestive. But then, looking back to the 
previous Sunday, the 19", a further aspect comes to light. On that day + 
was exactly o° P. 

When it comes to characterizing outer-planet pairs, Reinhold Ebertin 
is often far too fearful and ponderous. But in the case of 4-P. he provides 
what is in effect a resume of Mambo s short career. Taking these planets 
to represent plutocracy or the desire for power, Ebertin lists among their 
probable manifestations, in a positive sense: “The leading of or the par- 
ticipation in uprisings, the attainment of leadership”; and in a negative 
sense: “Loss of social standing or of one’s wealth, conflicts with the au- 
thorities and the executors of governmental power (arrest). The misfor- 
tune to lose everything.”"* If the historical record is forever blurred, the 
astrological picture presents itself with dazzling clarity. In the absence of 
sure evidence we are bidden to take this as the moment of Mambu’s fer- 
ment. Possibly with this further dimension of meaning we can sharpen 
the anthropologist’s insight; or possibly we are just spinning one more 
“Tangu tale.” 

In a pre-dawn chart cast for Bogia a pattern emerges testifying to the 
complexity of the role that Mambu will assume. At this time + is loosely 
opposing ¥. This brings the real and the ideal into apparent contradiction. 
Moreover, the © in x forms the apex of a T-square to both these planets, 
lending a personal urgency to the problem. We can imagine the prophet 
struggling to find the middle ground. A further opposition between Sin 
% and the ) in @ indicates the need to make firm decisions concerning 
one’s personal security. Both of these are rapidly moving bodies, so that 
by the end of the day the force of the opposition will have dissipated. 
What they do here, early in the morning, is bring into focus the more 
magisterial opposition of 4 to B, which falls in the same signs. 

This particular angle formed twice before in the same year, and now 


"© Ebertin, 166. 
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on the third and last sweep the two planets are teetering on the last de- 
gree of their respective signs. In «+ and Q they will prove altogether more 
incendiary, to planet earth’s great dismay. Actually P has already dipped 
into Q and is now retrograding. However, on the 20th of December, the 
very next day, 4 will enter * for the first time, unleashing a wave of 
nervous expectancy. 

Apart from its stringent aspect to 4, P also forms a yod with the © 
and o in sextile at its base. Such a configuration may propel a person 
into “exploring the unknown, potent resources available to humanity... 
(or) even ushering in the new order of things to come and thus revolu- 
tionizing the world-concept.”"” Mambu may have felt the force of the 
yod most fully by mid-week, when o and the © were exactly ~ PB. In any 
case he began to promulgate a militant doctrine, arguing that force alone 
could wrest cargo from the clutch of the oppressor, About yods with P at 
the apex Tierney, however, goes on to say that they may provoke “inevi- 
table changes which may de-elevate the individual to a more frustrating 
level of obscurity and isolation. This may be brought upon the individual 
himself due to his self-destructive passions, his futile attempts to 
manipulate or coerce others, or simply his open defiance to undermine 
existing authority at any cost.”'* For personal reasons that will never be 
known, Mambu, alone among millions of his fellow creatures, opened 
himself fully to the double determination of PB in yod with 4 opposed. 
And in total obscurity he suffered the consequences." 

In interpreting non-Western visions such as that which motivated 
Mambu, astrologers must avoid using their own frame of reference impe- 
rialistically. There is a temptation in other words to treat these experi- 
ences as parochial versions of the universal planetary archetypes. For 
instance, the central image of the volcanic island bulging with commodi- 
ties seems patently to resonate with P on the last degree of 8, opposed 
by a \ that is still beneath the horizon. Yet we cannot permit ourselves to 
go that far, because this would be to override the cultural idiom of the 
Melanesians in favor of our own sacred language. In their relations with 
their trading partners, the Tangu, valuing amity, seek above all else to 


"’ Tierney, B. Dynamics of Aspect Astrology. Reno: CRCS Publications. 1980: 
167. 

8 Idem. 168. 

"° Bringing astronomical data to bear on the Biblical story, D. E. Thomsen has 
established the date of Christ’s crucifixion as 3 April, A.D. 33. See D.E. 
Thomsen, “The Passover Computation”, Science News 1984, vol. 125: 40. Ina 
handout from 1984 the astrologer Al H. Morrison charts that event, calculating it 
for the ninth hour after sunrise, when Jesus is supposed to have cried out, ‘My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 46: 27). In this chart the 
transiting MC at 3° II is applying to o at 7° II. More interesting from the point 
of view of our discussion, however, is the fact that 4 at 14°38” II Ba at 14°44’ 
%. Astrologically, in their downfall Christ and Mambu suffered an identical fate. 
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maintain an equivalence of exchange. They might think it rude, there- 
fore, if we were to paint over their prophet’s vision entirely with colors 
of our own. 

What we have done is show how in the Melanesian context PB can 
function in a visionary way, since “spirit” and “matter” are not distin- 
guished in the minds of the people. That is a white man’s duality, not 
theirs. As a consequence the Melanesians see no problem in stoking so- 
cial militancy with what W. E. H. Stanner politely calls “factitious val- 
ues”. Better than ourselves, they can blend the forces of ¥ and P freely, 
with no burdensome sense of contradiction. 


MONG THE SCORES of revitalization movements which 

have drawn European attention it is not surprising that only a 

small handful yield up startling celestial signatures based 

upon the time of the prophet’s illumination. In the case both 
of the Vailala Madness and of Mambu’s tax revolt we have been able to 
employ a form of event analysis, simply by demonstrating the close fit 
between collective action and concurrent outer-planet configurations. But 
of course this is not the only approach available to astrologers, for if we 
knew something about the prophets’ personal lives we could then inter- 
pret their redemptive mission in terms of certain natal potentials. At this 
level signatures might well appear in the unfolding of progressions and 
transits. Unfortunately the circumstances of life in an oral culture have 
placed most of these remarkable persons beyond the pale of natal astrol- 
ogy.’ By and large we have to despair of ever understanding the rela- 
tionship between their personal selves and the social movements they 
helped engender. 

Only as we approach the 20" century does the veil begin to lift 
somewhat. By then the colonial agencies had consolidated their hold on 
native cultures to the extent of instituting birth and baptismal registries. 
With this development — however much it signifies sedentarization and 
a yoking to wage labor — there is some hope of the prophet’s birth data 
being preserved. Such was the case with the Maori prophet Tahupotike 
Wiremu Ratana, who was born near the town of Bulls on New Zealand’s 
North Island on the 25" of January 1873.” Ratana’s mission follows the 
course taken by revitalization movements the world over. In fact it is a 
classic example. Yet without knowledge of the prophet’s birth time our 
astrological understanding of the movement would be greatly impoverished. 


2 We should remember that the situation was no different in Western Europe 
before the Renaissance. Until then, most persons would not be aware of the cur- 
rent calendar year; nor would they know or even try to discover in what calendar 
year they had been born. See N.J. Ong, Orality and Literacy (London and New 
York, 1982), 97-98. 

2| Henderson, J. Ratana: The Man, the Church, the Political Movement. Wel- 
lington: A. H. & A. W. Reed. 1963: 21. 
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In 1840, hardly more than a generation before Ratana’s birth, Great 
Britain declared its sovereignty over New Zealand; yet within two dec- 
ades the immigrant European population exceeded that of the native peo- 
ple, and by 1890 they outnumbered them fourteen to one.” 


BARE Gn aR 


By this time too the native people had been mostly alienated from 
their land through piecemeal sales and outright confiscation. Resisting 
this trend, the Maori had fought a series of disastrous “land wars” be- 
tween 1845 and 1872, which only confirmed the futility of further strug- 
gle. By the turn of the century, with their absolute numbers in decline, 
the Maori retained less than one-sixth of the country, most of that being 
in remote and barren regions. Economically they were reduced to the 
status of rural proletarians, eking out a living from subsistence and sea- 
sonal labor. Lacking sanitation and natural immunities, they were 
susceptible to a host of infectious diseases. Thus, the influenza epidemic 
that swept over the world in 1918 struck down five times as many 
Maoris as Europeans.” With their culture so profoundly distorted, the 
Maori by this point seemed doomed to extinction. 

But 1918 was also the year in which T.W. Ratana received a pro- 
phetic vision. This man, who was pretty much a loner and who had a 
reputation for being a heavy drinker, was sitting on the verandah of his 
home overlooking the Tasman Sea. It was 2 pm on November 8", All at 
once a small cloud separated from the waters and swiftly approached 
until it actually enveloped him. Ratana felt that he was on fire, but a 
voice urged him to be at peace and not to fear, for he was in the presence 
of the Holy Ghost. The voice then said: 


I have traveled around the world to find the people upon whom I can 
stand. I have come back to Aotearoa [New Zealand] to choose you, the 
Maori people. Repent! Cleanse yourself and your family as white as 
snow, as sinless as the wood pigeon. 


This presence then appointed Ratana as the Mangai, the Mouthpiece 
of God, enjoining him to unite the people and turn them to “Jehovah of 
the Thousands.” 

A local bookmaker, Ratana’s first deed was to smash the telephone 


2 Sorrenson, M. P. K. “Maori & Pakeha” in W. H. Oliver ed. The Oxford His- 
tory of New Zealand. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981: 168. 

3 Henderson, J. “The Ratana Movement” in J. G. A. Pocock ed. The Maori & 
New Zealand Politics. Auckland: Blackwood & Janet Paul, 1965: 67. 

* Henderson 1963: 25. 
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that he had used for placing bets. Later, in the months from December 
1918 to April 1919 he went through a period of self-imposed testing. 
Called the whakamatau tauranga, this was a traditional aspect of Maori 
spiritual practice. Ratana would roam afield at night hurling himself 
through gorse and barbed wire fences, to return bleeding in the early 
hours of the morning. By Christmas-time Ratana’s name was known 
throughout New Zealand and many sufferers began seeking him out for 
healing. Soon his farmstead took on the appearance of a shantytown, 
with new people arriving every day by train, taxi, and special buses. Two 
years later on Christmas Day 3,000 celebrants would be accommodated 
there. 


In carrying out a healing Ratana’ s procedure was to ask his patients to 
sign a covenant to the effect that they would give up their beliefs in sor- 
cery and that they believed in the Trinity. Then he would pull out his 
gold watch and give the patient five minutes in which to arise and walk. 
Altogether he performed some 2,000 such healings. At the same time he 
refused to attend to Europeans. By public notice they were “absolutely 
barred from approaching our Brother, T.W. Ratana, at present until the 
Maoris have been treated.””* By such tactics the Mangai was able to fos- 
ter Maori unity, even as he broke up the old religious fixations. Today at 
Ratana Pa there is a museum festooned with discarded crutches, attesting 
to the success of this phase of Ratana’s mission. 

Ratana also had the rare ability to express spiritual experience in a 
way that was socially cohesive, rather than elitist, and at various times he 
illustrated his novel creed with symbols drawn from Maori culture. One 
such symbol is the whefu marama, a crescent moon cupping a five- 
pointed star, each point being a different color. The top three points were 
to represent the Trinity; the bottom two, the Mangai himself and his 
Faithful Angels. A composite of Maori and European motifs, the figure 
as a whole stands for the light of God’s revelation as it shines through the 
Mangai. 


* Ibid. 33. 
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In 1921 Ratana undertook a tour of New Zealand, his purpose being 
to accustom the rural Maori to the urban environment. While on this tour 
the Mangai allowed the symbol of his Faithful Angels to be mounted on 
his personal banner. Although this was quite in accord with Maori tradi- 
tion, it alarmed the established church representatives, who sniffed a drift 
back towards polytheism. Most Christian ministers therefore chose to 
remain cold and aloof when the Mangai took the further step of 
proclaiming the Ratana Church on 31* May 1925. On 21* July the 
Church was officially registered, along with the names of 38 apostles. 

As day-to-day administrative control passed to these apostles, Ratana 
was able to turn his attention more and more to other matters. Already, in 
1924, he had journeyed to Great Britain and Geneva, where he agitated 
on behalf of Maori rights. Now, in the latter part of 1925 he toured 
America, hoping to gain learning and leverage for the Maori back home. 
On returning to New Zealand in December of that year, Ratana told the 
faithful that his spiritual works were completed, and that he would throw 
himself henceforth into secular works. This decision was not solemnized, 
however, until the opening of the movement’s temple in 1928. Address- 
ing his people from the balcony, Ratana declared that he was leaving the 
title of Mangai inside the temple itself. He asked to be called Piri-Wiri- 
Tua instead. This new title, which means literally “Bill-the-gimlet-who- 
bores-right-through”, emphasized his reversion to ordinariness and also 
his determination to penetrate all obstacles to his people’s advance. *° 

In the official Church hagiography Ratana’s shift from spiritual to 
secular works, from Ture Wairua to Ture Tangata, is identified quite 
sharply with the moment of the temple’s inauguration, on 8” May 1928. 
We have reason, though, to wonder if the distinction is not overdrawn, 
given the fact that ¥ had made station only the previous day; and that on 
the day before that + had exactly conjoined the prophet’s ¥; and that in a 
week’s time 4 and ¥ would form an exact trine. Far from suggesting a 
descent into everyday realities, the astrology of the inaugural event re- 
veals a situation charged with personal and collective idealism. 

Back in 1924, standing on London’s Westminster Bridge, Ratana had 
prophesied that when all the imperial castles were destroyed, “then will 
the carpenters, the blacksmiths and the shoemakers be in power, and I 
will be the government.””’ Now as Piri-Wiri-Tua he moved to fulfill 
these words. In an atmosphere of mystery he called upon his church offi- 
cials to pick four young men who had worked closely with him. These, 
he said, “shall be my body and rule the land.””* After they were selected 
these four were made to sign a covenant by which they would not rest 


6 Metge, J. The Maoris if New Zealand Rautahi. London: Routledge & Kegan 
Paul, 1976: 190. 

?7 Henderson. 1963: 58. 

8 Ibid. 83. 
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until they had secured seats in Parliament. Known as “the Four Quarters 
—a political mandala in fact — they were each to campaign in a sepa- 
rate region of New Zealand. 


Tahupotike Wiremu Ratana 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
Ratana’s birth Prophetic Vision 
10:45 am NZST 2:00 pm NZST 
25" January 1873 8" November 1918 
Te Kawau, New Zealand Bulls, New Zealand 


Initially their attempts failed, but as the world depression deepened, 
as “the imperial castles were destroyed”, the popular vote began to swing 
to Labour, as Ratana had prophesied. In 1932 the first Ratana member 
was elected; and in 1935, as Labour came to power, two seats were se- 
cured. Ratana himself negotiated an alliance with the new Prime Minis- 
ter, and since that time the Four Quarters have voted as independent 
members of the Labour Party. 

His mission complete, Ratana died on 18" September 1939. In the 
time since his Church has become an established part of the religious life 
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of New Zealand. Today there are some 30,000 members who still look to 
Ratana’s homestead as their spiritual and administrative center, and 
every year thousands gather there to commemorate the anniversaries of 
his birthday and of his original vision. 

In this very rich life there is much of interest for anthropologists and 
astrologers alike. Here, though, we shall restrict our attention to the im- 
mediate circumstances of Ratana’s vision. Just as we did with Mambu, 
we shall first cast a figure for the assumed moment of breakthrough; and 
we find, not surprisingly, that a strong pattern presents itself: 3 forms the 
apex of a T-square with » and X; five days before )K made station; o” has 
separated by only 10’ from an exact trine to 4; 4 trines the © in Tl and 
the Ascendant in H, forming momentarily a grand trine in water; as in the 
case of Mambu’s vision we find a square from ? to ¥, which here sug- 
gests the sensuousness, the palpability of the Holy Ghost; finally, the MC 
has just swept across the Q in “. Altogether these factors have the flavor 
of exaltation; yet they lack the final, irrefutable quality of a signature, 
especially in the fact that the five outer planets are in no close relation- 
ship with one another. 

Really, it is only when we view this moment through the lens of 
Ratana‘s birth chart that its visionary possibilities come into clear focus. 
By itself the prophet’s chart is coiled as if to spring, with 0’, ruler of the 
Ascendant, forming a T-square with the © and X. In his youth Ratana 
had lived a wild life, riding horses furiously, playing a vigorous game of 
football, and eventually becoming the champion ploughman and wheat- 
stacker in the whole district.”” Now, at the time of the vision transiting ¥ 
is making station at 9° 2. For the past two years this planet has been 
swinging back and forth over the natal © o° \X, evoking the utmost sensitivity to 
peculiar etheric impressions. During Ratana’s period of testing it will 
retrograde back to 6° 2, making station again in April. Thereafter this 
particular influence will begin to fade. 

Another prominent feature in Ratana’s birth chart is the close square 
between * and ¥, which indicates a lifelong strain to bring down the sub- 
tle worlds into the midst of the daily round. Ratana used symbols with 
great intuitive understanding, releasing his people from fear and anxiety 
thereby; but he was also guilty about his drinking habit and alcohol be- 
came a prime demon following his encounter with the Holy Ghost. In 
any case at the time of his vision in November 1918 this aspect was also 
being accentuated. For one thing X by transit is almost exactly * ¥, pro- 
moting occult insight and spiritual associations. 

The most telling factor, however, emerges in the realm of the pro- 
gressed planets, whose non-material cycles seem to reflect dispositions 
on the inner planes. In the visionary chart for November 1918 the pro- 
gressed ) has just conjoined progressed 4 on 23° £2. Both progressed 


® Ibid. 22. 
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planets are therefore in exact trine to Ratana’ s natal ¥, while at the same 
time they exactly oppose transiting X. Far more than any other factor this 
constitutes the signature of vision and prophecy in the life of the Maori 
prophet. 


ESPITE THE HUGE literature devoted to revitalization — 

Melanesian, Polynesian, or otherwise — certain issues have 

remained resolutely obscure. Merely as an observer of these 

phenomena it is very hard to identify with the non-ordinary 
state of mind of the prophet, whose vision is at the source of things. We 
feel acutely the lack of a symbolism that can do justice to these numi- 
nous turning points, while at the same time subjecting them to a system- 
atic treatment. Again, there is something elusive about the social effects 
of a great vision, which in their flashfire spontaneity do not easily re- 
solve into a discernible chain of events. The revitalization impulse seems 
to transmit instantly across a wide social field, much faster even than 
gossip, and this has led the anthropologist Kenelm Burridge to conclude 
that “the catalytic spark which explodes into a cult cannot be pinned to a 
where or a when.” At a certain point our investigation founders. We 
cannot say why this person, rather than someone else, was inspired to 
create a new culture. Nor can we know seemingly why the revelation 
came precisely when it did. 

In this brief survey of the missions of Evara, Mambu and Ratana we 
have used astrological discourse to get a little closer to that “catalytic 
spark” which Burridge despaired of locating. At once sensitive to the 
nuances of vision and yet capable also of elegant and precise analysis, 
this long-tabooed paradigm seems to offer fresh insight into the prophetic 
moment. Indeed, by dwelling intensely on outer-planet dynamics we may 
even be lured sometime into experiencing rupture of plane ourselves. 
With this possibility comes knowledge in the fullest sense. 

But anthropology in its scrupulous regard for discrete cultural idioms 
also has something important to teach astrologers, insofar as they are 
wont to assume that their hicratic symbolism possesses archetypal power. 
Is it the elements themselves that are numinous; or rather is it the rela~ 
tionships that exist between them? The lexicon or the grammar? For ex- 
ample, if the symbol for “Pisces” is archetypal, then everyone regardless 
of cultural differences should intuit the full significance of paired fish. 
Of course, there may be the occasional astrologer dwelling in the middle 
of the desert where the stars are bright but no one has ever seen a fish. 
We might in this case allow him to substitute lizards or earthworms as 
the appropriate Piscean totem. But the point still holds: Given a small 
range of variation, is the symbolism of astrology trans-cultural? On 17" 
March 1918 while camping on the seashore, T. W. Ratana witnessed two 


* Burridge, 1960: xix. 
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whales being stranded. The first was killed instantly, but the second 
struggled on for a long time. Should the astrologer assume that Ratana 
felt the Piscean implications of this event full force, taking it as a sign of 
the death of the old and the birth of the new? 

The lesson of anthropology is to make us very dubious about any at- 
tempt to aggrandize a symbolism as “archetypal,” for there is a hubbub 
of claimants worldwide. Every culture tends in fact to convey the status 
of universality on those things it takes as sacred. We are no different, or 
better. Astrology then can enrich ethnographic 
understanding, but it cannot jump over it. That would 
be cultural imperialism. At every point we must 
concede that it is only a close acquaintance with the 
relevant cultural idiom that allows us “to appreciate 
the styles in which particular prophets fulfill 
themselves & make explicit what their audiences feel.” *) 


Books 
Considered 


The Moon and Childbirth 
by Margaret Millard M. D. 1999. 
Adams Press, 
105 pages, paper. ISBN 0-9661852-8-5 


As the title promises, Dr. Millard’s new book deals with various as- 
pects of the astrology of childbirth. It includes chapters on astrological 
‘causes’ of infertility, the embryology of gestation, and cases of both 
successful and failed invitro fertilization. There are also chapters on pre- 
dicting the birth date, heredity, choosing the sex, and a comparison of 
various prenatal epochs. An appendix written by Michael Wackford de- 
scribes the both calculation of the prenatal epoch and how to progress the 
solar return. 

Margaret’s writing is succinct, her explanations clear, and the case 
notes, personal insights and anecdotes she provides throughout this use- 
ful book are both instructive and a delight to read. Strongly recom- 
mended. 

—Ken Gillman 


*! Burridge, K. New Heaven, New Earth. Toronto: Copp Clark, 1969: 30. 
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How to Read Your Astrological Chart 
by Donna Cunningham 
Samuel Weiser, Inc, 1999 
203 pages, paper. $12.95. ISBN 1-57863-114-9 


In her latest book Donna Cunningham is responding to the question 
she is most often asked at conferences: “How do you interpret a chart?” 
She presents a simple, workable system for interpreting the various fac- 
tors within the chart, showing how the meaning of a planet is modified 
by the sign it is in and how this is in turn must be integrated with the 
planet’s house placement and aspects. The approach is straightforward 
and very effective. I strongly recommend this book for all beginning 
astrologers and suggest that their teachers consider using it as a standard 
text. 

—Ken Gillman 


Farewell to Pin TL 
MEIRA B. EPSTEIN 


left Tl four years ago, never to return in our lifetime. I wrote 
the following’ when P was at 28° Tl, slowly but surely, with that 
famous sense of finality, heading towards the exit door, leaving 
behind lives that had truly transformed above the earth, and 

many new souls in the kingdom of Hades below the earth. 
Personally, I was experiencing a sense of sad- 
ness and loss. It was like beginning to miss some- 
one even before they’ve left on a very long jour- 
ney, knowing you'd never see them again. It’s that 
time when everything counts; everything is taken 
into perspective, so the good and the bad experi- 
ences can be evaluated together in light of the end 

results. 

For me, as well as for many others, this period, 
which lasted from the beginning of 1984 until No- 
vember of 1995, produced the lows of pain and the highs of exhilaration. 


| “parewell To Pluto In Scorpio” was previously published in the NCGR Mem- 
berletter of January 1996. 
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Yet, looking back I can say “Those were exciting days”. Am I a maso- 

chist? Maybe. Pain is addictive to some, you know. But that’s not the 

whole truth. With three Fixed signs heavily populated in my chart from 

early to late degrees, I experienced the transits of P on the intellectual, 

emotional, creative and professional levels. I will admit that the emo- 

tional aspect was necessary yet difficult, but the other three have been of 

tremendous growth and development, and have shown me sides of my- 

self I never knew I had, as aspects in my chart that were waiting to hap- 

pen, came from the dark into the light. As for the pain, at a moment of 

truth, each one of us is able to see the inevitability of it in the great 

scheme of things, and how it actively contributes to the very same posi- 

tive development that we do like in ourselves. The transit of P O my 

natal P at 1° Fixed marked a distinct watershed line in my career devel- 

opment. Later on, when B made con- 

tact with my # I began serious writing G 

and translation work. When PB was 

transforming my ) I discovered a 

whole new dimension in my relation- 

ship with my children. Then B went 

on to 9, and I believe you know what 

that is all about. Finally, 2 went out 

with a bang, making the final contact 

with my © at 27° Fixed, and the reper- 

cussions were long lasting. Consider- 

ing the fact that every E transit takes about two years to apply and sepa- 

rate, it easy to see how the last eleven years felt. So you get addicted to 

such levels of intensity, and you don’t want it to stop. You get used to 

living on the edge of emotional experiences and profound changes, and 

you wonder if from now on everything will seem dull in comparison. 

Can I expect more significant development in my life, or should I be 

content with what I have achieved so far and just keep working on it? 
Beside living through our own transformation, we also observe those 

of our clients, friends and family, as we guide them through their own 

difficult times and watch how they grow and discover their own powers; 

how they come into their own, reborn and rejuvenated once the tumult of 

the transit subsides. Here are a few examples from my files: 


Finding one’s place in the world: One of P’s key meanings is “the 
source”. From this we get ‘the womb’, ‘origin’, ‘place of birth’, ‘home- 
land’. Another P characteristic is ‘finality’, ‘way of no return’, ‘burning 
the bridges behind you’ — like death. When P came to some people’s 
Ascendant or IC, as part on their transformation, they moved back to 
their homeland, or the town or the house they grew up in — they went 
home. Other people moved away from home and country to a new, 
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completely different place and life style, and that was final too, and the 
new place felt like home, like they always belonged there. Others built 
the house of their dream, or completely renovated the existing one. 

With P transiting the MC in other charts, the same feeling of home- 
coming was associated with career, profession and general direction in 
life. "Finally I’m doing what I am meant to do. It just feels right”. In 
my nephew’s case, he began to blossom in high school when finally he 
had the opportunity to study what he really likes. 


Sexual awakening: A married client with © in Til, was involved in an 
affair. She was ecstatic like a kid in a candy store, because she had not 
had sex with her husband for twenty years, and now she was discovering 
her body, her sexuality and a renewed sense of her self worth. 

In another case, the woman, with © in the sign of the Virgin, was get- 
ting B O her ). She had a short but significant relationship, in which she 
had the same experience, and even though she is the mother of four 
grown children, for the first time she felt good about her body, allowing 
herself to explore the possibilities and be completely free. 

P finally abducts Persephone: “What took you so long?” 


Development of the self: When B makes contact with the © people 
change direction, or manifest to the full the zodiac sign and house it is 
in. Again, it is homecoming. 

A friend with © in & in the 4" house finally managed to own an 
apartment. 

Other clients opened their own business. Change of relationship with 
an authority figure or becoming one was one of the most common mani- 
festations of B-© contact. 

The © is the physical body, or rather, the engine, the dynamo that 
provides the necessary vitality for it, hence, metabolism. With E transit 
to the © people have experienced change or aging of the body, including 
weight gain. 


Heightened sense of premonition and intuition: In the natal chart, an- 
gular B bestows psychic powers, and a similar effect appears during the 
transit. 

The young woman who came for the reading after the transit was 
completed described a sense of loss of such sensitivities. She was 
searching for it inside herself, but could not recover it, as the spirit was 
gone. Yes, P is a spirit that comes in and makes contact. 


Depression: When P was squaring the * ) of a young woman who had 


just given birth, she went into a post partum depression, which lifted 
when the transit was complete. In that process, she also changed her 
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career expectations and adjusted to the role of motherhood, for which 
she had not been quite prepared before. 


Death: The most difficult experience many of us shared was dealing 
with death, personal and collective. We all noted how AIDS burst on the 
scene almost to the month when P entered Tl. in January of 1984. This 
made us all look death in the eye, re-evaluate social standards and realize 
that Death is a partner of Life. In a paradoxical way, as people were go- 
ing through it, both the dying and the survivors, all expressed an intense 
sense of being alive, of getting the meaning of life. P recalled many sub- 
jects to his underworld kingdom in that era. Personally, I lost in one 
year two very close people in my life. 


General and mundane: It is important to note that exact transits always 
mark the culmination of a process that begins much earlier. That’s when 
the effect becomes visible, but too late to change. P’s way of doing it is 
to corrupt and rot from within, to transform on the molecular level, so by 
the time of exactitude, the body just crumbles as the inner structure is 
completely gone. 

Groups and other non-human entities were also transformed in this 
way, the most remarkable one being the Soviet Union. In the chart of 
the Communist revolution the © is at 15° Tl, aspecting by octile the 
World Axis (0° Cardinal). The big collapse came when P was in those 
degrees, but the process had begun many years earlier, as the inner struc- 
ture of the Russian society was beginning to crumbles from within. 

In the chart of Israel, when B opposed the © at 23° & (of land) in the 
8"" House of life and death, the necessary, yet painful peace negotiations 
began between the Jews and the Arabs, with territories as the most diffi- 
cult issue, and a lot of blood is still being shed in the process. 

An interesting case of the collective and the individual coming to- 
gether is Bill Gates, the founder of Microsoft, who indirectly has influ- 
enced the lives of many people who use his Windows operating system. 
The personal computer revolution that put one on every desk, began in 
the 80’s and so did Bill Gates (born 10/28/55, 9:15 p.m. PST, Seattle 
WA). When transiting P was exactly conjunct his Tl © in November 
1985, Microsoft began shipments of the first version of Windows. On 
8/24/95 with B 0 his natal B at 28° 20' Q, they launched the enormously 
publicized Windows 95 version, practically forcing many computer own- 
ers and manufacturers to upgrade their systems. 


Looking ahead: Now it’s the turn of the Mutable signs, as P has moved 
into %, and I believe they will have an easier time than the Fixed signs 
did. The Fixed signs are famous for their resistance to change, so the P 
pass, hopefully, taught them how to be more flexible, bend rather than 
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break from rigidity, but I suspect their true response was “What doesn’t 
break me makes me stronger!" As for the Mutables — they thrive on 
change, which is what they are all about. Because P is still young with 
us, only known since 1930, we have not really experienced it first hand 
in all twelve signs of the zodiac, and the oldest people still living with us 
may have E in II, so all we can observe are people with P in I, &, 2, I, 
+, and the young children of P in Tl. Out of these, the Ill’s are getting 
the POP in this present ~ era, and I believe that it is those that we need 
to study, in order to understand this new B energy. Hard aspects and 
conjunctions are the ones that really bring out the power of the planets to 
manifest in a non-ambiguous way, so even though we can try to learn a 
few things by looking at the previous B in ~ (1748-1762), now is the 
time to watch, taking place before our eyes, the live drama of P. in this 
new environment. 

P in Ml transformed the lives of the PB in 2 generation, the one that 
began with World War II, preserving in their natal chart the P power of 
forcefulness, dictatorship and totalitarian regimes. P in TM, in the charts 
of the generation that is coming of age now, is power through service, 
not requiring the lime light and attention in order to be in control. Yet, 
it’s the P-Q generation that will form the political leadership now for the 
next fifteen years or so, until the B-T is old enough to take over, so on 
the collective level, P-Q will still be with us for a long time 

It is my feeling that the outer planets manifest strongly in charts of 
people who were born after the time of their discovery, as the planets’ 
energies were released into the world and found living souls to dwell in 
and an open arena to exercise their power in. It is also my (unproven) 
belief that the outer planet themselves evolve as they move through the 
zodiac and make contacts with the other planets, those old-timers who 
have been around much longer. It is as if they are learning how to live 
with us, people, down here on earth, how to become more civilized, 
more compassionate; but for now they are still raw, untamed, brutish, 
merciless, harsh and too big for our size. Since its discovery in 1781, X 
has been around the zodiac 3% times; ¥, discovered in 1846 in #, will 
finish its first round only in 2011, and P has barely started the journey it 
begun in 1930 in S. 


Pp 


76 


Old Age 
GRAZIA BORDONI 


Those who have not in themselves resources to live well and joyfully 
find that any age is hard to stand; on the other hand 
those who find only in themselves the "Good", cannot consider as the 
"Evil" all that happens to them by necessity of Nature 
Cicero, Cato Maior de senectute 


STROLOGERS TEND TO take themselves and their subject 

much too seriously. I do not mean that scholars cannot or should 

not devote their time and efforts to research. On the contrary, 

they are welcome. Obviously deep and important and scientifi- 

cally correct studies involving astrological subjects can be carried 
out, and the results of many of them have been very useful to everybody. I only 
mean that we sometimes need also to relax; that we should avoid thinking too 
highly of ourselves. 

As astrologers, we laugh too little at ourselves and at our discipline. To use a 
metaphor, we perch up in our 10" House from where we tend to look down on 
the world. Sometimes it is better to breathe fresh air and to look at the things 
from a different point of view. Do you remember the movie Dead Poets' Soci- 
ety? Robin Williams as Prof. Keating jumped up onto his desk to demonstrate to 
his students how to look at the world from a completely different point of view. 
In this vein, I really welcomed the birth of a person who Internet surfers and 
Forum fans know well. I'm referring to Epimeteo, the author of some absolutely 
hilarious astrological pages. Those who cannot use Internet don't know what 
they are missing. 

During my recurring attempts to play down the way many astrologers ap- 
proach Astrology, the existence of Epimeteo has become a great comfort, lead- 
ing me to investigate another subject. All too often Astrology — or should I say 
astrologers? — deals only with major global problems: with political elections, 
Judgement Day, and so on. These are obviously important matters, I agree. 
There are, however, other more modest dimensions to which astrological analy- 
sis can be satisfactorily applied so that everyday matters and individual occur- 
rences in the life of an ordinary person, astrologically explained, can also be- 
come important lessons. 

Even after many years of faithful zodiacal "militancy", this never fails to as- 
tonish me each time I observe it happening. It always happens to me acciden- 
tally. I observe a simple fact or situation and all of a sudden I can see its transla- 
tion into astrological symbols. In these moments, I must confess, I am always 
deeply astonished at the perfection, beauty and complexity of Astrology. It al- 
lows us to exactly decode anything relating to human behavior, even the most 
trivial, and to draw from it a more complete indication so that we can come 
close to its philosophical conception. 

Consider one aspect of life that anyone can observe: old age. It's a life-phase 
that I'm learning to know well. At present, all my relatives are over eighty years 
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old and I possess a preferential and daily "vantage point" over the different prob- 
lems of what, here in Italy, we call the Third Age. By the way, do you know 
why it is called the Third Age? Of course, you might answer, because human 
life is divided into youth, adulthood and old age. Wrong! If that were so, we 
should define it as the fifth age because we have excluded two important peri- 
ods: childhood and adolescence. And also, since the average age is increasing, 
perhaps we should consider another period to exist between adulthood and old 
age: the one during which human beings are defined as elderly. 

No, the expression 'Third Age' is very correct from an astrological point of 
view. It corresponds to the third cycle of +, the traditional measurer of the hu- 
man time. 


These three cycles represent three important stages in the gradual 
evolution of destiny and personality corresponding to the past, pre- 
sent and future respectively. 

Alexander Ruperti' 


In reality, Rupert does not explain clearly why » is associated to the future. 
Perhaps it is an intuition that he was incapable of decoding completely, that 
merely suggests the idea of a symbol-seed that can ensure immortality”, None- 
theless, I very much like this equation of third age = future. It is a stimulating 
definition. I remember a similar observation made by Fulvio Scaparro, a profes- 
sor of psychology and a very pleasurable orator, who often attended refresher 
courses for teachers. He asked why life should be represented as a parabola 
whose highest point coincides to adulthood, after which the fall is unavoidable 
and unstoppable. According to him, we should not consider the Third Age as a 
"sloping" period, but instead as a fertile and productive one which permit us to 
seed for the future. He added that his vision was not completely detached, since 
he was on the threshold of the fated Third Age and considered himself not yet 
ready to be put out of commission. 

Associating the word ‘future’ with 4's third cycle seems promising to me. It 
is certainly a concept the study of which merits our complete consideration. Fur- 
thermore, the results of a recent, well-publicized sociological survey indicate 
that the capacity of the elderly to "invest" in the future has considerably in- 
creased over the last few years. A new image of the elderly has come into being 
that is completely detached from the old stereotypes. 

The decline of the eyesight is one of the first signals of an approaching Third 
Age, as we know very well when we are compelled to stretch out our arms to 
read a newspaper. We can no longer read perfectly and are forced to wear 
glasses to see what is near. Distance-vision however normally remains un- 
changed: as old persons, we see perfectly what is far away from us. And what is 
farther than the future? It is our biological "clock" which undoubtedly confirms 
to us that »-old age represents the concept of 4-future! Associating future with 
old age might seem strange, as old age is considered to be the period in which 
death is hovering in sight, but the Zodiac always has its reasons even though 


' A. Ruperti, / cicli del divenire (Cycles of Becoming), Astrolabio, 1990 p. 151. 
? Tbid., p. 160 
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they still remain a mystery. This is each astrologer's magnificent task: to decode 
the zodiacal rationale and learn its lessons. 

There are some typical old-age behaviors that can be explained in an eye- 
opening manner by the Zodiac. Very often there are two priorities in the life of 
an elderly person: food and money. Eating becomes the main activity and often 
we see old persons capable of guzzling large quantities of food without batting 
an eyelid. Lunch, snack and dinner become the hinges of the day and their ex- 
clusive interests. Sometimes, the interest for food is disguised by some sort of 
centralizing coquetry so that emphasizing always and to anybody the fact that "I 
eat just a little" becomes very important. 

Together with food there is the problem of money. The elderly are always 
worried that money is too tight and they try not to spend beyond the limits of 
their pension. Even so, money is a constant, daily conversation subject. They 
become increasingly disinclined to spend it and have difficulty using it correctly. 
They develop a sort of all-inclusive stinginess so that they tend to give nothing 
of themselves to the other persons, remaining blocked in their egotistic 1 
House, determined not to shift to their 7" House. My mother, as a classic Virgo, 
even refuses to take part to family feasts to save her emotions. These food- 
money dynamics belong to the 2"-8" House axis. It is as if an emphasis on 2™ 
House's values is necessary to compensate for or exorcise the forthcoming de- 
scent into the Beyond that is represented by the 8" House. They fight the death 
of the matter by making use of all that represents life in its 2"! House's material 
aspect. 

Let's return to presbyopia, to vision from a distance, and * as the future. 
Long distances, from an astrological point of view, are associated with the 9" 
House. Consequently the short distances are denoted by the 3 House. And this 
3 House is associated with II and §. In fact the elderly, symbolized as they are 
by », progressively lose a series of typi- 
cally Mercurial abilities. Think of deafness, 
peculiar senile trouble linked to the Satur- 
nine processes of otosclerosis. The individ- 
ual is progressively unable to hear what he 
is told from a short distance. Yet even 
when no real organic deafness is present, 
speaking to the elderly become very ardu- 
ous because they do not listen. 

They follow only their own logical line 
of thought and actually they do not respond 
to what their interlocutor says but only to what they are thinking themselves. 
Dialogs become weird. If you have the opportunity to listen in to a conversation 
between two senior citizens, you will no doubt realize that you are hearing to 
two monologues that seldom interact. They seem to lose interest in what the 
other person is saying. They concentrate only on themselves, and want only to 
continuously speak of themselves. Then, they experience a loss of their sense of 
direction and of their capacity to easily move about. For instance it becomes 
difficult for them to walk easily and above all to cross the street. Any movement 
slows down and becomes fatiguing. The capacity to articulate a speech and to 
find the correct words — even ordinary ones — to be inserted in a phrase de- 
creases. 

Difficulties with simple arithmetical calculations also become apparent. I 
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have often observed that the elderly will insist on having control of the change 
after a purchase without understanding if it is exact or not. A few months ago, 
my mother asked for my assistance because she was unable to make a division 
and that situation reminded me that division is the last arithmetical operation 
children learn at school, conceptually it is the most difficult. Two friends. of 
mine with centurion grandmothers reported a progressive loss of their capacity 
to recognize the relatives in inverse chronological order from their great- 
grandchildren to their grandchildren, and so on. 

On the whole, all of these problems involve Mercurial functions. It is as if 
the Zodiac is telling us that, as aged people, we must either learn in some way to 
live in the 9" House of future or we will progressively lose our 3" House's ca- 
pacities and prerogatives. And the 9" House leads us to the “ and ¥, but this 4 
does not indicate the food and money that we found on the 2" -8" House axes as, 
a compensation function of a forthcoming death. It is a 4 who should be the 
master, the life model, the wise Centaur who trains young heroes. 

As our good old fellow Cicero wrote: 


What is really more gratifying than an old age spent by an old man 
surrounded by young people who are really willing to learn? Or, we 
do not want to leave the old persons even enough strength to educate, 
bring up and prepare the young to face all tasks demanded by duty?? 


Fortunately, senility is not an absolute rule. We all know many exceptions. 
There are many older people who have kept a direct contact with the world 
around them through uninterrupted working or, at least, intellectual activity, and 
who have been perfectly able to play the role of the Big Old Man who bestows 
pearls of wisdom. Now, the concept of work or intellectual activity, of dutifully 
executing one's tasks and education, the training of others, relates to the 6" 
House and TI. This is where we find ¥ once more, here as the young to be edu- 
cated, brought up and meticulously prepared to accomplish duties, exactly as 
Cicero wrote. But now we are exploring another axes: that of the 6" -12" House. 

In 1987, together with Rita Bilucaglia, I wrote an analysis of the 12th House: 
"Beyond the Horizon". Zodiacal logic led us to distinguish between the g* 
House of the death of the matter and the 12" House of "the concept of death/end 
unlike a tragic event but like a necessary prerequisite of a birth/beginning". 

So, the contemplation of the forthcoming death along the 6".12" House axes 
means something totally different and no longer represents a brutal descent in 
the 8" House of the underworld. 


... The 12th House proposes the detachment from the matter because 
matter is no longer necessary to an individual who with awareness is 
ready to die and be born again in a more evolved form? 


Once again the Zodiac becomes an important master of life. It explains with 
sublime simplicity that we can preserve our Mercurial faculties during our old 


3 Cicero, Cato Maior de senectute, Mursia 1987, p. 97. 
* Published in Considerations, VII: 1. p. 18-25 
* Ibid. 
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age and limit the damage of time through a different definition of the concept of 
death. Namely, we need to shift across the 6" -12" House axes, to where death 
is no longer the whirlpool of the 8" House's black hole, but is a real transition: to 
pass beyond, serenely and with awareness, as individuals who know that they 
carried out all tasks and accomplished all duties. It is something that Cicero un- 
derstood well: 


The old age has not a fixed term and people can live well during it as 
long as they are able to scrupulously carry out all tasks demanded by 
duties and to disdain death. 


It is exactly here then, on this 6” -12" House axes that old age becomes the 
future, that 4 can finally be associated with future times and with seeds to be 
planted. It is exactly here, on this axes, that we can erase Giacomo Leopardi's 
concept of a future day, of the present day more boring and gloomy’ because 
actually, the old age/future has still much to do and to generate. It is not by 
chance that the Latin word futurus derives from the Greek fuo meaning ‘to pro- 
duce’. A productive old age, according to Zodiac, is a living and vital old age. 

%, in its traditional image of sickle and death, wants us to cut away the mate- 
rial bonds of the 2" and 6" Houses. We must symbolically cut away that hedge 
which prevents our eyes from wandering beyond the horizon to contemplate the 
boundless space beyond and the unearthly silence and very deep quietness*. 
Only in this way can 4 become the future and escort us from the 6" House of 
duty to the 12" House of the boundless space in which we can plant our seeds 
and see them grow. 

And if there are still some doubts, Greek mythology helps us dispel them. It 
reminds us that: 


There was a progeny of men belonging to the golden age: they, who 
never became old and for whom death was not more terrible than 
sleep, were Kronos' subjects.” 


I] 1¢ 1 had known 1 
& > would get this old 
| would have taken 


better care of myself. 


® Cicero, op. Cit., p. 153. 

7G. Leopardi, Canti, II passero solitario, BUR, 1949, p. 57. 

8 G, Leopardi. Canti. L'Infinito. BUR. 1948, p. 58. 

° Robert Graves, / miti greci , Longanesi, 1979, p. 29. (Greek Myths, p. 36, Sb. 
Pelican edition.) 
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The JFK, Jr. Tragedy 
Basic Techniques with Minor Progressions 


MARILYNN LAWRENCE 


F YOU KNEW that transiting $ 8 was squaring your ¥, would you pilot a 

flight over water — at night? The recent tragedy of John F, Kennedy, Jr., 

his wife and her sister makes me wonder if it would have turned out 

differently had John consulted astrology. Even though he shares the risk- 

taking trait of the male Kennedy’s, John was characterized as ‘different’ than his 

kin. They characterized him as more cautious. For the most part, he channeled 

the risk-taking tendency into the outrageous 

thumb-nosing George magazine and 

occasional roller-blading. People refer to the 

Kennedy curse in this tragedy. Was this really 

fate or could it have been prevented? Maybe 

we will never know. However, hypothetically, 

suppose John had consulted you as an 

astrologer about whether he should fly that 

day, that week, or even this summer. As an astrologer, you would not have to be 

technically sophisticated to make a clean judgment that it was not safe for him to 

pilot his own plane on July 16, 1999, or anytime during the summer of 1999. 

Whether he would have heeded the advice is another story. John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, Jr. was born November 25, 1960 at 00:22 AM in Washington, D.C. 


TRANSITS 

Although the ancient Hellenistic astrologers would not recommend turning to 
transits first for prediction, it’s a habit of modern astrologers to flip through the 
ephemeris (or computer program) and compare the transiting planets to the natal 
planets. In addition to $0 ¥, there are a number of transit warning signs. One of 
these is transiting 4 <? natal ¥. The exact opposition occurred a couple weeks 
before the tragedy, but it is still within a 2° orb. 4 # $ can often be a minor or 
major accident that affects mobility or routine matters. It was claimed that 
Kennedy’s leg was in a soft cast after a minor accident a few weeks prior to the 
flight. This may have been a factor affecting reaction time and mobility in the 
emergency situation. 

B is notorious for bringing the issue of death up to the surface. Certainly not 
every person with transiting B ¢ the IC will die at that time, but this is a major 
factor to consider. The 4" house is the ending of matters, and, in traditional 
Hellenistic astrology it was considered a house 
of death. Transiting P was within 1° of John’s Hyannisport 


IC. If John had survived or had not chosen to 3:5. Ww e 
fly, there would be an event in his life that “Sve O7,;, Martha's 
would transform his entire structure of living. wigdyand 
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy Jr. 
00:22 AM EST, 25" November 1960! 
Washington D.C: 38N54, 77W02 


Pay attention to &. I’ll say it again—pay attention to 4! Transit 6 retrograded 
back into Tl and was 27°42’ on July 16”. This exactly squares John’s exact & « 
) in his natal chart. Although it may be too soon to see his legacy, John’s role in 
our lives is Chironical. Was he not wounded by the early and sudden death of 
his father? Did we not always have empathy for little tyke John-John? His 
rejection of a political career and his ever polite and soft demeanor (I 
Ascendant) gives us even more sympathy than we may have had for other 
Kennedy tragedies. Not only that, but John was a centaur (© in #), and his 
amazingly godlike form was one straight out of Greek mythology. With & o ), 
his role is to make us really feel what it is like to suffer a loss. Incidentally, the 
eclipse in August 1998 (which is still active for at least a year) is within one 
degree in opposition to this conjunction. 

The time period of effectiveness for eclipses has always been in question, 
but there is a general agreement that lunar eclipses are in effect at least for a few 
months before and after the event. The range for endurance of solar eclipses is 
longer; some claim they are effective as much as two years after the event. The 
last solar eclipse prior to Kennedy's death occurred on 16" February at 27°08" 
AQ. Again, this is within minutes of his § ¢ ). The last solar eclipse before the 
one that occurred in February —I call it the “Clinton-Milosevic eclipse” because 
it was conjunct the © degrees of both of these politicians — occurred at 28° 2, 
was also positioned on Kennedy’s & ¢ ). 


' Data from Lois Rodden, who quotes Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
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SECONDARY PROGRESSIONS 

Many modern western astrologers commonly use secondary progressions. Even 
though it has been suggested that this method of ‘every day after your birthday 
equals a year of life’ developed out of a creative misinterpretation of older 
traditions, it works in practice quite well. A disadvantage of secondary 
progressions is that the slower moving planets hardly move at all throughout 
life. For major events, however, note the exact (within 1°) progressions of 
planets in aspect to natal planets. I use the Solar-Arc-in-Right-Ascension 
method for calculating the progressed Ascendant and Midheaven. Calculating a 
secondary progressed chart with the angles and putting the natal chart on the 
outer wheel will reveal a great deal. 

John Kennedy, Jr. has a tight o* & » in his natal chart. Perhaps this 
opposition is the reason why he declined to step into the political arena. ois in 
the 11" house of groups and organizations and * is in his 5" house of creativity. 
His baby, George, was a manifestation of his expression of » — the obligation 
to himself to follow his own creative path. This opposition does show potential 
for danger — John had expressed in a 1995 interview with Larry King that he 
was in fact concerned over his health and well-being. Washington Post reporter 
Michael Grunwald called this a “rare admission of mortality for a Kennedy. an 

A difficult aspect like this is not particularly harmful until it is activated as it 
is by the secondary progressions. His secondary progressed MC for July 16" is 
18°29’ ©. His natal o* is 18°30’ &. To paraphrase my seventh-grade math 
teacher’s favorite saying, this connection is definitely in the horse shoes and 
hand-grenades proximity. His natal 4 at 19°18’ @ is also placed on the 
secondary IC within one degree. It should be noted that o* is in &, by tradition 
its sign of ‘fall’ and it is retrograde. o rules his 8" House and his ¥ and ¥ in Tl. 
These conditions do not bode well for o* and all that it governs. 

There is ample evidence to show that 9 is not always Ms. Nice Gal and 
astrologers need to exercise caution when making glowing predictions based on 
transits or progressions from @. In traditional Greek and Indian astrology, his 
natal would be considered severely afflicted because it is opposed by one 
malefic planet (d’) and conjoining another (»). Transits and directions to or from 
2 would not be so rosy for a chart such as this. 

One final note concerning John’s secondaries: his progressed 9 was 25°24’ 
sx, This is exactly (within 1’) on his natal ) in + and within 10’ of his natal 6. 


MINOR PROGRESSIONS 

I’m surprised that few people yet consult minor progressions (sometimes called 
lunar progressions). These should not be confused with tertiary progressions, 
though they are based on a similar concept. Minor progressions are based on the 
lunar return. Each lunar return after the birth represents a year of life. These 
progressions move at a much faster rate than secondary progressions. 


? Robert H. Schmidt claims that the secondary method of progressions 
developed out of a misinterpretation or mistranslation of Hellenistic methods of 
direction (discussed in his PHASE lecture series, Project Hindsight). 

> "Remarkable Risk-Takers: A Clan Chooses the Edge" article by Michael 
Grunwald in Washington Post, July 19, 1999. 
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Take-off of JFK Jr’s plane 
8:38 PM EDT, 16" July 1999 
Fairfield, New Jersey: 40N15, 74W17 


Minor progressed planets activate natal planets and also hook up with the 
transiting planets. Kennedy’s minor progressed )f was at 8° TI, the place of his 
natal B in the 12" house. The progressed 4/¥ midpoint for July 1999 is 
straddling his Ascendant and 2. The midpoint is 10°52’ Tl and his Ascendant 
11°56’ Tl and Q 11°45” Tl. Had he actually been born a few minutes before the 
time recorded on his birth certificate transiting PB would be very close to the IC. 

Another configuration that may have indicated the fated quality of the event 
is the minor progressed 0 ¢ John’s natal 4 (orb 25’). At the same time, 
transiting » is squaring the minor progressed © within 1’ of exactitude. To top it 
off, the transiting 0 is conjunct John’s minor progressed » in «. » and the U are 
both related to ‘karma’ in modern astrology. The Kennedy curse or playing out 
the family karma comes to mind for many people. 

Minor progressed ¥ also plays a role in this tragedy. It is conjunct his natal ¥ 
and also configured in the transiting » &° his % and X O %. Some people have 
suggested that John Kennedy, Jr. may have been dyslexic. He failed the bar 
exam twice and was not as technically capable as one would expect of someone 
so bright. He was in fact Neptunian — he wanted a career in acting but his 
family protested. An addition point of interest is the minor progressed B at 
13°16’ I in a quincunx aspect to minor progressed at 13°18’ T. This \ is in 
exact quincunx to John’s natal 3. 4 forms a tight yod with B and ¥ in the minor 
progressed chart, and natal $ falls right in the pattern. 
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Indicators that John’s life would be in danger if he took risks with 
transportation or aviation are very clear from transits and secondary pro- 
gressions, but the indicators are significantly sharpened by minor pro- 
gressions. Note how many close aspects (within a degree) there are when 
comparing the minor progressed chart to the natal chart and transits. You 
might say they work like an x-ray. I believe they are indispensable. 


Let's Consider 


Isaac Starkman writes: 

As an astrologer with 25 years ex- 
perience in rectification, T 
wish to response to Richard Vetter’s 
letter in the last issue of Considera- 
tions (XIV: 3). 

I agree that most of the methods 
for rectification are unreliable and do 
not provide us with the desired safety 
and assurance. However there are 
some few methods that do provide the 
necessary credibility and they can be 
proven by the most strictest tests. The 
main systems that have been well 
validated are: 

1. Primary directions in Topocentric 
System; 

2. Secondary directions using solar- 
arc MC in R.A.; 

3. PSSR, secondary directions derived 
from Sidereal Solar Returns. 

Richard prefers to use only the of- 
ficially given time. That would be 
fine, at least as a basis, if the recorded 
birth time were indeed 
correct, or at least very close to the 
true time. Unfortunately, in reality, 
the accuracy in many cases is far from 
satisfactory. In most countries the 
birth time is recorded to the nearest 
fifteen minutes at best, especially in 
past decades. A recent case in the 
United States will make this clear: an 
astrologer carefully noted down the 
exact birth time for his child, it was 
12:32; he was astonished to later see 
13:08 written on the birth certificate. 
In many hospitals it seems to be the 
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habit of the recording nurse to enter 
the exact time when she is filling out 
her report and not the actual time of 
the birth! Can we trust all the nurses 
to have an astrological mind? And 
what about births in a country like 
England where the time of birth is not 
recorded? Should any serious, respon- 
sible astrologer depend entirely on the 
memory of the mother? 

In many cases the inaccuracy leads 
to crucial mistakes in the interpreta- 
tion. The birth time for Margaret 
Thatcher, for example, is given as 
9:00 GMT; and as a result many 
astrologers have worked with an MC 
of 4° Tl. However, the rectified time, 
of which I am absolutely sure, is 
8:44:24 with the MC at 29° Qo ) and 
Regulus! 

While the approximate birth time 
may often be good enough for charac- 
ter delineation, it is unlikely to be 
good enough for prediction or event 
analysis, which requires accuracy to 
within a few seconds. As for a chart 
with no birth time, neither a serious 
astrologer nor any client should take it 
seriously. The bottom line: every 
chart needs a rectification. 

I agree that adjusting the birth 
time by several hours was an 
absurdity or at least extremely diffi- 
cult up to several years ago when I 
compiled an automatic rectification 
program. Tests with accurate birth 
times made by several astrologers 
have clearly demonstrated that it is 


possible to find the birth time even if 
the search is made for full 24 hours. 

The honest, genuine rectifier has 
no desire “to manipulate, to shake the 
Tree of Life”, as Richard Vetter 
states. He simply wants to adjust the 
chart to the correct time so it will be 
in tune with the events in the person’s 
life -- rectification is possible only 
with events, not through delineation. 

Instead of wasting time attempting 
to interpret a birth chart that is 
wrongly timed, we should first invest 
our time and energy in trying to rec- 
tify it as best as we can with correct, 
approved methods. As Barbara Koval 
has written: “Rectification is the most 
difficult and ultimately the most 
enlightening process an astrologer can 
attempt and a highly rewarding pro- 
ject. One can learn much of the me- 
chanics of the astrological model”. 

After attacking rectification Rich- 
ard then turns to attack the scientific 
side of astrology, the statistical inves- 
tigations. He states that statistical in- 
vestigations of astrology’s truth have 
all failed. He is absolutely incorrect. 
The Gauquelins’ work shows that it is 
possible to demonstrate the validity of 
astrology using scientific methods, 
and if this is done correctly then 
scientists are forced to take it seri- 
ously and we can move the battle on 
to their ground. 

Astrology is both metaphor and 
number. The science versus 
symbolism debate was summarized in 
Dean’s Recent Advances and dis- 
cussed at great length in various jour- 
nals. The bottom line is that neither 
holism nor reductionism is indispen- 
sable. Richard is playing at obscurant- 
ism. Only through methods that are 
objective and organized can genuine 
truths be established. 

While symbolism is the core of as- 
trology, we need some kind of demar- 
cation; otherwise everything will fall 
into total chaos. For example, for mar- 
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riage we can equate various aspects 
such as those involving the ©, ), 9, 
4, XX and Q in harmonious aspect to 
the Ascendant, and we can also in- 
clude the aspects of o” for a female, 
but we cannot equate it with ) o ¥ as 
one astrologer recently suggested to 
me. He interpreted this aspect as 
‘Romanticism + Responsibility’. In 
Teality such free use of symbolism 
doesn’t work. In fact, my program 
proves that when a certain demarca- 
tion is applied (symbolism, orbs) one 
can get results that will prove to be 
correct. 

Richard asks why we need those 
attempts of legitimization. Here is one 
strong reason that was taken from one 
of Mike O’Neill’s articles: “Academ- 
ics don’t accept the idea that the plan- 
ets correlate in any way with life on 
earth. 100 years ago psychology was 
also an outcast. Nowadays, the gov- 
ernment pays millions each year for 
psychology to be taught. The result is 
that we have thousands of young peo- 
ple in psychology and almost nothing 
in astrology. Hence the poor amount 
of high-level research.” 

In the whole astrological world 
there are currently no more than a 
dozen astrologers who are seriously 
investigating rectification techniques. 
Sadly, the same gloomy situation ex- 
ists in other areas of astrological re- 
search. Present day astrology appears 
to be full of conflicting theories or 
opinions. If there was a little empirical 
proof then a consensus would arise 
and this would provide more solid 
foundations for astrology. The best 
way to proceed is using the scientific 
approach. That is not to say it is per- 
fect, but simply that it is the best 
available. 

Richard, don’t let your exact 
square from o to { prompt you to be 
angry with matters about which you 
obviously have no familiarity. 

-Tel Aviv, Israel 
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Thomas Jefferson 


Rectification of an Unknown Birth-time 


ISAAC STARKMAN 


/ HE PROGRESSED Sidereal Solar Return (PSSR) is one of the 

best techniques both for the rectification and verification of a 

birth time. In a previous article’ I demonstrated the use of the ) 

as the main tool to pin down the birth time within a few 

minutes of time. The use of the ) is effective if the search spans up to 

two or three hours. When the search spans more hours, using the same 

method but with the ©, 3, 2 and o” can be most effective; their daily 

travel are not as great as the )’s but enough to allow as to pin down the 

birth time within a few hours. As an example, I will use the chart for 
Thomas Jefferson, born 13 April 1743, birth time unknown, 


1. On October 1, 1765, his sister Jane died. Starting with local noon (= 
17:15 UT), the Solar Return is calculating for 08.33 UT on April 13, 
1765,. 2 at 9°09’ T squares radical ¥, orb 16’. In most cases, the 
maximum effective orbs are 11° for conjunction and opposition, and 9’ 
for all the other aspects. We can assume that the true birth time should be 
some hours before noon. Using an orb of 9’, the birth time could be 
range from 9.00 UT to 15.00 UT. 


2. His marriage took place on January 1, 1772. In the Solar Return cast 
for 21.21 UT on April 13, 1771, X at 14°19 & is conjunct radical 2 at 
14°20’ &, using noon chart. This aspect is operative for a birth time 
between 13.15 UT and 22.30 UT. 


To be successful in this type of search, the user should pay attention 
to the following points: 
a. Only the most appropriate symbolism should be used. 


b. Only aspects involving the radical or solar return positions of 3, 2 
or o& to one of the slower-moving planets (from } to 2) should be 
used. Only use the radical position of the O. 


c. Use only the five main aspects: ¢, *, 0, 4, o°. 


| «precessed Solar Returns” in Considerations XIV:3 
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c. An aspect will be an effective rectifier only if $, 2 or o* are not 
moving slowly, i.e. near a station, whether it is the radical or the 
Solar Return planet. Daily travel above 40’ is the best. 


Only few such aspects will be found. Nevertheless, I have found this 
system very helpful in at least 90% of the charts. 

This system is by no means a substitute to my other methods. The 
most reliable rectification method remains the Primary directions in 
Topocentric system.” 

Seven events in the life of Thomas Jefferson provide an overlapping 
range of possible birth times, as shown in Table 1. 


Table 1: Possible Range of Birth Times 
for Seven Events in the Life of Thomas Jefferson 
Travel Birth time range 
Event Date | Aspect in PSSR 
mnv/dd/yy day From To 

1. Sister born 10/10/52] QR 14 13:15 | 21:15 
2. Graduates 4/25/62| 3x | 44° 12:30 | 24:15 
3. Sister dies 10/01/65 | 2a¥ 74" 09:00 | 15:00 
4, Marries 1/01/72 | Kage 74" 13:15 | 22:30 
5. Sister dies 2/15/74] Fx¥ 41’ 12:00 | 16:15 
6. Mother dies | 3/31/76] 2°PB | 73° 10:00 | 17:20 


7. Sec. of State | 9/26/89 | ¥* 78° 08:00 | 17:30 


C=current PSSR, i.e. post birth. P = prenatal PSSR. 
prog = progressed forward in time. reg = regressed backwards. 


From Table 1 we can deduce that there is a high likelihood that the 
true birth time is between 13:15 and 15:00 UT. From such a narrow 
range of time it is relatively simple to use the Polaris program to find the 
exact birth time. Polaris lists 14:04:43 UT as the first ranking. This time 
was then corroborated with all of the systems described in my previous 
articles. Table 2 lists some examples for the PSSR based on this rectified 
time, using only the ), and only in the main aspects. 


The ASC-Lunar is another very effective system for confirming the 
birth time. This chart is calculated for the moment when the ) transits the 
natal ASC or DESC. As with all Sidereal charts, the )’s precession must 
be taken into account. 


2 See my article “Rectification Without Tears” in Considerations XII: 2 
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Thomas Jefferson -- birth 
2:04:43 PM UT, April 13, 1743: 38N02, 78W26 


Thomas Jefferson — Prenatal Epoch 
2:35:53 PM UT, July 28, 1742 
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Example: On May 8, 1782, Jefferson’s daughter Lucy was born at 
Monticello (38°02’N, 78°29’W). 

The Desc-Lunar calculated for 20.29 UT on April 30, 1782 shos the 
following close aspects: 

ASC 28° Tl, 229° H; MC 28° II, 4 28° , ) 25° ¥. 

The ASC-Lunar may be compared to a magnifying glass, where the 
multiplier is 30-to-1, i.e. one minute of changed birth time corresponding 
to thirty minutes in the ASC-Lunar time. This is because the ASC moves 
15’ of arc in one minute of time’ while it takes the Moon thirty minutes 
in time to travel this same 15’ of arc. Analysis of such cycles provides 
one of the best methods for checking the rectification.* 


Table 2: Thomas Jefferson: ) aspects in PSSR 
Date Orb PSSR 
Event mm/dd/yy | aspect 
1. Sister born 10/10/52 Creg 
2. Father dies 8/17/57 C prog 
3. Sister dies 10/01/67 Preg 
4, Elected Governor 6/01/79 C prog 
5. Daughter born 5/08/82 P prog 
6. Daughter dies 10/13/84 P prog 
7. Secretary of State 2/14/90 Creg 
8. Vice President 3/04/97 P reg 
9. Sister dies 9/03/11 P reg 
10. Severely injured 11/12/22 P reg 


Pre-Natal Epoch & Dual-Test 

Since the time of Ptolemy, generations of astrologers have tried to 
discover a way to determine the date and time of conception. However 
all of the many attempts, including those made in this century by such as 
Bailey and Jayne, have been in vain. In 1980 Alexander Marr discovered 
a simple method for determining the Prenatal Epoch. 

Rectifying the Ascendant to within 2-3 minutes of arc is a pre- 
condition for finding the Epoch. It has been found that in most cases, 
analysis of the Epoch can cast a sharper perspective on the destiny of the 
native. It also enables us to perform the Dual-Test, so called because it 


> Strictly speaking it is the RAMC that moves approximately 15° over a minute, 
not the rising degree. For the Ascendant, this rule-of-thumb is far from being 
exact in latitudes distant from the equator--Editor 

* For more details see Alexander Marr Prediction III, pp. 31-40. 
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analyzes directions of Radix to Epoch factors and vice versa. This 
quadruples the number of aspects, compared with the usual Radix 
analysis and thus improves the directional system considerably by 
providing a large number of appropriate aspects for any event. This fact 
enables us to make much more accurate predictions. The following is a 
summary of the main principles for finding the exact conception moment 
or Prenatal Epoch, as formulated by Alexander Marr in 19805 


1. A birth time rectified to within 8 seconds of time is indispensable. 


2. The )’s longitude at Epoch is the longitude of the Radix Ascendant or 
Descendant, to a maximum orb of 8” and an average orb of 2’. However, 
the ancient rule that the Ascendant or Descendant at Epoch should 
occupy the longitude of the radical ) is incorrect. 


3. With a normal gestation period, the Epoch date must occur 
approximately 271 days before birth. For gestation periods known to be 
shorter than normal, seek an Epoch date accordingly, up to 7 or 8 months 
before birth. 


4. In most cases, the ) is either waxing in both Radix and Epoch, or 
waning in both. 


5. This is the starting point for refining the Epoch rectification with 
Primaries, as with the Radix. 


With Jefferson’s time of birth accurate to within 4 seconds, his Epoch 
can now be found. The search for the exact time of the epoch is fairly 
simple as the time span is always limited to a maximum of 40 minutes. 
The radix Ascendant of 24°18’ II gives a possible Epoch on the 
following dates: 


Time )’s Waxing 
Date (UT) position or 
waning 


Li 1" July 1742 | 06:28 | 24°18’ I | waning 
2. 15" July 1742 | 08:20 | 24°18? | waxing 
3. 28" July 1742 | 14:44 | 24°18” IL | waning 


The only way to detect the true date of an epoch is to check each 
possible date. We start with Lunar cycles and pay special attention to the 
converse and demi-converse cycles. As the ) at his birth was waning, we 


5 See Alexander Marr Prediction III, pp. 41-49 for complete details. 
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Table 3: Thomas Jefferson — Dual Test 
Two Examples of Primary & Secondary Aspects 


Radix rectified: 14:04:43 UT, April 13, 1743. 38N01°47”, 78W26°28” 
Epoch rectified: 14:53:53 UT, July 28, 1742 


Primary Direction Secondary Direction 


Aspect Type | Orb |d or Aspect Type | Orb | C,P, 
rg or N 


1. Death of father, August 17, 1757 
* |Kx8 | BE 

** 1 Moo | B/E 
* 1¥o0% | ER 
ball Bae dl) 
#1 hE @ 
+e) Yow K 
+* | Da Me 
* 1 @rh 
bd Ee 3 
bea (= 3 
we) Bo Me 
™ | Bok 
*« 1Ocd 
|) 012 
Yn 7 
** | AsoY¥ 


*|@ok |ER 1.9°| C#N 
$P°@ | ER 2.3’| C>N 
*/Oo0 | ER -6.8’| P>P 
**180K | RR -7.1’| P>N 
*1OPK | FE 10.6’| C+C 
As PD | R/E | -12.1’] P>P 


BESS SUSSSaRSS 


2. Death of sister, October 1, 1765 


# | AsuB | BR 0.2] d |** |[MerQ | BE -0.1°| C+C 
+e) Mow 2 | RR -2.3'| c | ** |8o¢IC | RE -1.8°| C+N 
170% R/R 2.8’| d | ** |ICo? | RE 2.9°| P>N 
* 19aP ER -3.2’'| d | ** | 808% RR 2.9") CoN 
| D8 EB/R 3.3] d | ** | 20% ER 3.3°| CoN 
1908 RR -5.4’| c |** | FoR | RE 3.6'| C+N 
we TAs D | RR 6.1") d | ** [Joh E/E -6.4°| CON 
™!1OSo) | RR 63°] d | ** Bo ¥ R/R 6.8’| CN 
*)/6 22 | BE 64°] d | * @acd RR -9.0°| P>N 
“120% | BE 99°} c | | cP Q E/E 10.8’| C*N 
* [Ke @ | RE 10.9°| d | * | do x ER -16.5’| P>N 


c = converse primary, d = direct primary; N & R = natal or radix, 
E = Epoch, C = regressed secondary, P = progressed secondary, 
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start the search for an epoch with a waning ). We will also assume that the 
gestation period was a normal one and that conception took place at the birth 
location. 


Examples for 28 July 1742: 


1. Birth and death of brother on March 9, 1750 
Demi-converse Lunar: ASC 23°, K 20° 7, ¥ 23° %, 4 24° %, 9 26° % 


2. Birth of daughter May 8, 1782 
Demi-converse Lunar: ASC 7° T, 27° =, 4 7° T 


3. Death of daughter 13 Oct 1784 
Converse Lunar: MC 6° T, ¥ 7° T 


Additional analysis of these converse lunar cycles with other events 
and the comparison of the results with those from the other possible 
epoch dates shows that 28th July must be the correct date for the epoch. 

A search with Polaris, for the period between 14:28 UT () 24°08" IL) 
and 15:00 UT () 24°28’ II) shows that the true time for the Epoch is 
14:35:53 UT. Verification of this epoch can then be made using the same 
techniques that were used for the radix. 

With both the Radix and Epoch at hand, we are now able to employ 
the powerful Dual Test. 

Table 3 contains the results of a Dual Test analysis for two events in 
Jefferson’s life, using both Primary and Secondary Directions. 

For primaries, listed on the left side of Table 3, the maximum orb is 
5.7’, only in rare cases will it be up to 6.3’. Maximum. orb for 
conjunction and opposition is 11’. 

For secondaries, listed on the right side of Table 3, the maximum orb 
is 8.5’ and 11’ for conjunction and opposition. 

** Two asterisks denotes a direction very characteristic of the event. 

* One asterisk indicates a direction that is indicative of the outcome 
of the event and its circumstances. 

A minus sign preceding an orb indicates an applying aspect. 

It has been found that: 


1. Neither the East Point, Vertex nor Chiron have any validity in primary 
or secondary directions. 


2. The Mean Lunar Node is effective (the True Q is not) in Primaries and 
Secondaries. 


3. The Part of Fortune (ASC + ) - ©) is meaningful only when conjunct 
and opposite any factor, including angles & house cusps. 
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4. Aspects to house cusps, or vice versa, are only valid in conjunction 
and opposition. 


5. A disharmonious aspect with benefics signifies a positive event, such 
as Cusp 5 © \ for the birth of a child. Vice versa, a harmonious aspect 
with malefics (o’, 4, ¥ and B) may frequently signify a negative event 
such as MC 4 * for death of father. 


Using the same principle, we can perform Dual Test 2 with PSSR. Table 
4 shows one example. Only the main aspects are used. The maximum 
orbs are the same as in Secondaries. 


Table 4: Dual Test 2 using PSSR 
for the Death of Jefferson’s Son 
June 14, 1777 


E pre reg 
Aspect or | Orb) or post or 
R prog | 


DOM E/R | 4’ | prenatal reg 
mom E/E | 2’ | prenatal prog 
fol2 E/E | 4’ | prenatal prog 
ho Me E/E |7’ | prenatal | reg 
ao5 R/R | 6’ | current prog 
dor R/E | 8’ | prenatal | reg 
Dah E/E | 5” | prenatal | prog 
he 12 RE | 5° | current reg 
hoe RR | 5° | prenatal | reg 
Koo R/R | 10’ | prenatal | reg 


Other birth and epoch rectifications: 


1. Abraham Lincoln 

Radix: February 12, 1809 at 14.17.40 UT; 37N34’ 85W44’ 

Epoch: May 20, 1808 at 05.03.04 UT 

The tragic destiny of Lincoln can be seen clearly in his epoch. & &° 4 
exactly on the MC/IC axis together with Nodes. The quadruple 
conjunction of ¥, &, o and the O is very close to IC. 


95 


Starkman: Rectification of Unknown Birthtime 


2. Frank Sinatra 

Radix: December 12, 1915 at 07.58.49 UT; 40N44’ 74W02° 

Epoch: March 18, 1915 at 13.55.47 UT 

In his epoch, the triple conjunction of 2 « X « MC gave him his great 
signing and entertainment talent. 


3. Rose Kennedy 
Radix: July 23, 1890 at 02.49.49 UT; 42N22’ 71W04’ 
Epoch: October 22, 1889 at 14.49.17 UT 
The triple conjunction of ), 2 and the MC, all 0 4, shows her colossal 
fame. 


4, John F. Kennedy 

Radix: May 29, 1917 at 19.59.44 UT; 42N40’ 71W08" 

Epoch: September 1, 1916 at 06.47.20 UT 

While the ill fate of JFK, which is clearly shown in his radix, is 
intensified in the epoch with the Nodes exactly on ASC/DESC axis 
conjunct * and ¥, all 0 o%. 


5, JFK’s son, John Kennedy Jr. 
Radix rectified: November 25, 1960 at 05.21.38 UT; 38N54 77W01 
Epoch rectified: March 12, 1960 at 12.44.35 UT 
Radix Ascendant : 11°54°T 
Epoch ) : 11°54°1 
The ) is waxing in both charts 


This last rectification was made with the following eight events: 


1, August 7,1963: brother born 

2. August 9, 1963: brother died 

3. November 22, 1963: father died 

4. November 18,1969: grandfather died 
5. May 19, 1994: mother died 

6. January 22, 1995: grandmother died 
7. September 21, 1996: marriage 


8. July 17, 1999: death 
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